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Elders’ Corner 

 

What Do the Elders 

Do? 

By Scott Bruno 
 

People have asked me, and before I became 
an Elder, I wondered myself, what do the 
Elders at Windsor Chapel do, day-to-day, 
week-to-week? I’ll try to answer that as best I 
can. 
 
Windsor Chapel is organized with a unicameral 
board. Years ago WC had an Elder board and 
a separate Ministry Council that was 
responsible for the administrative tasks of the 
church: insurance, finances, buildings and 
grounds, copiers, missions, etc.  
 
Currently, those tasks fall under the direct 
responsibility of the Elders with many capable 
servant-leaders handling the day-to-day 
operations with the Elders providing oversight, 
leadership, and trouble-shooting. We spend 
some time each meeting addressing any 
important administrative issues. If there are 
any gaps in the operation of the church (such 
as getting bids on a new parking lot or helping 
out in children’s Sunday school), that 
responsibility falls to the Elders. 
 
But the Elders at WC do much more than just 
that. I’d like to think we are principle-centered 
people. Proverbs 4:25 - 27 talks about this: 
 
“Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your 
gaze directly before you. Give careful thought 
to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all 
your ways. Do not turn to the right or the left; 
keep your foot from evil.” 
 

Continued on page 2… 
 
 

 

July 4th Picnic at Straubel’s 
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“What Do the Elders Do?”  Continued… 

 

Here are some of the spiritual ways the Elders 
work: 
 

As a guide; helping the congregation stay on the 
right path. Windsor Chapel has always been a 
Bible-based church, and with that, Scripture has the 
ultimate authority. From sermons to Sunday school 
to neighborhood Bible studies, Scripture should and 
must be the ultimate authority in all we do. It’s part 
of the Elder’s job to ensure this. 
 
As a guard: keeping our hearts protected. There 
have been just a few times at WC when the Elders 
have had to step in to protect other members who 
were being hurt in the course of participating in 
ministry. As Elder/Shepherds, we feel very strongly 
that it is our job to guard the flock, as Christ did. 
These can be difficult times, and most of you are 
unaware when this is happening, but protecting you 
is one of our strongest principles. 
 
In addition, last year we composed a document 
outlining our thoughts regarding the use of the 
Chapel by non-members who wish to use it to be 
married. We felt this was important related to recent 
current events in our country. Let one of us know if 
you would like a copy. 
 
As a gauge: enabling us to evaluate where we are. 
Last September we “got real” with where WC is in 
terms of its size and how we fit into our many-
culture community. To be honest, we are still 
struggling with how Lord may want us to grow the 
congregation, and where He is leading. One step, 
which you already know about, is to hire someone 
to reach and minister to the young families in our 
communities. We are still hopeful that God will 
bring us that person. But if He chooses not to, 
that’s fine too, we simply want to use the gifts God 
has given each of us on the Elder board and to be 
open to where He may be leading next. 
 
As a giver: giving our time in caring for the flock. 
Whether it be visiting members who have extended 
times in the hospital, engaging in conversations 
seeking to discern how different members are 
doing, or periodically visiting different members for 
various reasons.   
 
And finally, not listed above, is prayer. Each 
meeting  begins  with  a discussion about you. Yes, 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

you. How are you doing? Who needs our prayer 
and encouragement? What can we do to ease your 
difficulties? Who is getting better (praise the Lord!), 
who continues to struggle? We end each meeting 
praying for many of you individually, and we keep a 
list to remind ourselves to be diligent in prayer for 
you. 
 

But above all, we constantly seek God’s wisdom, 
not our own. What does God want for WC, what 
does he want the leadership to do? We feel that 
WC is not our church, but the Lord’s. And in that, 
we always want God to be glorified in all we do, so 
he may have the glory, not us. 
 

I hope that is your prayer too for Windsor Chapel. 
 
P.S. If you ever want to stop by one of our 
meetings and say “Hi,” share what’s on your heart, 
or bring cookies, we’d love to see you! 

 
 

Backpack Collection 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

It’s Back to School sale time and time to fill back 
packs! This year 35 backpacks (no solid red, blue, 
gold or orange backpacks, please) filled with 
needed school supplies will be distributed by the 
Harris Ministry to underprivileged children in the 
Trenton area. Please place them in 
the coat room by Sunday, August 21.  
Catch the sales now and help bring a 
smile to a child’s face!! Contact Scott 
Bruno (609-213-9545) with questions. 
Suggested items include:   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Pencils and Pens                                   Ruler                   
Book Covers                            Pocket Folders 
Dictionary                                     Pencil Case                  
Glue Sticks                                              Glue 
Notebooks                                       White Out    
Composition Books              Loose Leaf Paper              
Stapler                                         Index Cards 
Scissors                                             Crayons                  
Pencil Sharpener                   Colored Pencils                
Locker Accessories                            Markers                  
Highlighters                                       Sharpies                  
Scotch Tape                                       Erasers                  
Hand Sanitizer                                      Binder 
Index Cards                                    Calculator 
Subject Dividers                            Paper Clips 
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Save the Date! 
Thirty-Third ISI Annual Garage Give-

Away for Every International Student and 
Scholar 

 
Place:  Lutheran Church of The Messiah 
  407 Nassau Street & Cedar Lane 
  Princeton, NJ 08540 
 

Date: Saturday, September 10, 2016 (Rain Date 9/17) 
MUCH SOUGHT AFTER ITEMS: 

 

KITCHEN: POTS, DISHES, 
SILVERWARES  

BED & BATH: SHEETS, BLANKETS, 
PILLOWS, TOWELS, 
COMFORTERS, THROW 
RUGS 

APPLIANCES: TOASTERS, IRONS, 
HEATERS, FANS      

FURNITURE: DESKS, DINETTE, LAMPS, 
CHAIRS, COUCHES, BEDS, 
BOOKSHELVES,  
BICYCLES (Hot Item) 

NOT NEEDED: TELEVISIONS, COMPUTERS, 
MONITORS, TOYS, CLOTHES, 
GAMES, BOOKS, CURTAINS, 
DRAPES. 

 
*      DONATED ITEM MUST BE CLEAN AND IN GOOD WORKING 

CONDITION. 
**     PLEASE INFORM US FOR LARGER ITEMS SUCH AS       

COUCHES, BEDS ETC.   
***    FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
  
JIM JOHNSON                            (908) 369-4821            mijnosnhoj@aol.com 

SAM OLANDO  (609) 331-3302           okoka12@yahoo.com 

JOHN & ARUNA DESAI (609) 924-0763            jdesai45@verizon.net 

 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, 45 Oakland Road, Princeton, NJ 08540 

 
 

Financial Update 
(Through June 2016) 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…” 
 

                     Actual                   Budget  
Income        $111,240               $168,500     
  

Expense      $199,385               $188,329  
 
 Windsor Chapel has sent $24,440 to our 
missionary partners this year. That’s 22% of your 
giving! The expenses include $47,200 for paving 
our parking lot. 
 
 

 

Kids 5-Day Club   
 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:mijnosnhoj@aol.com
mailto:okoka12@yahoo.com
mailto:jdesai45@verizon.net
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Love and Discernment 
By Charles Muldrow 

 
 

Matthew 22:39 “…Love your neighbor…” sums up 
commandments six through ten. In biblical Greek, 
Agape love is an act of thought and will to benefit 
others. This kind of love considers the good and 
bad effects of our actions on everyone involved 
over time.  

First Thessalonians 5:21-22 teaches that every 
Christian needs to be discerning: "But examine 
everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 
abstain from every form of evil." Thus invite an 
alcoholic for a meal instead of giving money that 
may be spent on liquor. When we consider 
another’s needs, let’s question all appropriate 
courses of action and avoid hasty responses. 
Instead, let’s take the time to collect and evaluate 
facts from different viewpoints and sources.  

People following the Bible’s teaching are more 
likely to enjoy happier, healthier lives and to be free 
of want. Those who attend church weekly average 
7.6 years longer life and are less likely to divorce. 
Nations that prohibit stealing provide more 
opportunities for people to start and grow 
businesses. The ten nations with the strongest 
property rights are also the ten most prosperous 
nations. 

In biblical Greek Eros is passionate love for 
another. Those who wait until they are over twenty 
and married to consummate this love are more 
likely to be happy and less likely to divorce.  

Some people succeed despite difficult childhoods. 
But studies show that children profit from the love 
and moral training of both a mother and a father 
who have a loving marriage and attend a believing 
church weekly. Such fortunate children learn more 
successfully at school, relate to other people, find 
and keep work, avoid prison and problems with 
extramarital sex, and form their own stable 
marriages.  

Before deciding a position, consider broadly 
relevant history, current events, and likely 
outcomes.   Increased  welfare  for  single  mothers  

 

 

sounded appealing. But as a result, many fathers 
decided to leave their families. With careful 
thinking, let’s try to emulate Jesus’ teaching and 
example, and do the greatest good for all. First 
Corinthians 13 tells us the ways to express this love 
for others. 

 

Summer Missions Trip 
August 1 - 3, 2016 

 
 

 
 

Formed in 2003, The 
Point Youth Center is a 
grassroots, collaborative 
effort of churches, 
community leaders, 
businesses, police, 
school districts, and the 
judicial system to 
address the needs of the 
most at-risk and vulnerable youth in their area.  It is 
located at 700 Main Street, in Parkesburg, 
Pennsylvania. Through after-school, weekend, and 
summer programs, volunteers engage young 
people, offering emotional and physical support, 
empowering them to break the cycles of 
generational poverty. Their mission is to assist the 
local churches by providing a safe haven that offers 
the hope of the Gospel by addressing the spiritual, 
physical, emotional, and academic needs of the 
community.  

Our two-night, three-day mission trip is intended to 
expose the Windsor Chapel family to the amazing 
work that is being done in this youth center of 
Parkesburg. In 2012, a 2.1 million dollar renovation 
was completed hosting two full-sized basketball 
courts, skate park, commercial kitchen and a 
number of meeting rooms.  Team members are 
welcome to participate for an afternoon or evening, 
a day or for the entire time.  Accommodations are 
available at The Point or at the Marriott Courtyard, 
in Coatesville.  Our ministry project will be taking 
part in the Parkesburg program as well as 
renovating part of the facility to accommodate a 
boxing gym/self-defense area.  Contact Pastor 
Andy (484-354-8813) for additional information. 
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Further Up and Further In 
Inviting dialogue to encourage growth in 

and among us 

 

By Cindy Bills 

 

Faith in a Timeless God 
 

As I occasionally mention, I am a Dr. Who fan.  Dr. 
Who is a science fiction television program 
produced by the BBC; the Doctor is a Time Lord 
who travels through space and time in his Tardis.  
The original version ran from 1963 to 1989; and 
while this iteration of the series holds a firm place 
as an icon of British television for many viewers, I 
found what little I watched of it to be too cheesy 
and far-fetched to keep my attention.  The re-
booted series started in 2005, and it, too, is often 
cheesy and far-fetched.  But the new Dr. Who often 
offers something that not only grabs my attention 
but keeps it: insight into the nature and 
relationships of human beings and an invitation to 
wrestle with moral or ethical questions.   
 
In a Dr. Who episode that I watched recently, the 
Doctor is traveling with two companions, Amy and 
her husband Rory.  In the process of exploring a 
new place and time, Amy is left in another time 
dimension and needs rescue.  Although the Doctor 
and Rory find Amy quickly, they soon discover that 
she has been struggling to survive in a hostile 
environment in a faster time stream where almost 
40 years have passed.  So in Amy’s time stream, 
decades have gone by, but for the Doctor and Rory 
in their time stream, no more than a day or two has 
passed.  In her almost 40 years of waiting, Amy has 
become hard, bitter, and devoid of emotion apart 
from anger.  She wants nothing to do with the men 
who abandoned her.   
 
Amy has good reason to be angry and wary of the 
men who have now—finally—come to rescue her.  
And this is where the episode transcends mere 
science fiction and becomes real food for thought.  
Amy must come to grips with the perception-
bending truth that while her nearly four decades of 
misery is very real, the Doctor and Rory did not 
abandon her the way she feels they did.  She 
needs  to  release  her  anger.   And then  she must 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

allow herself to access her emotions and engage in 
relationship with the Doctor and Rory so that they 
can in fact rescue her.  The rescue has become as 
much about rescuing Amy from her heart of 
bitterness as it is about rescuing her from her 
situation.  And in true television fashion, Rory 
slowly coaxes Amy to recover her emotional 
memory of their relationship, and in the end, she 
sacrifices the security of her bitterness in order to 
recover the “real” Amy. 
 
It strikes me that Amy’s experience in this episode 
of Dr. Who is often our own.  We are truly and 
deeply hurt, and it very much feels like God has 
abandoned us, or at the very least, is excruciatingly 
slow to rescue us.  But we are living in a different 
time stream than God.  We are bound by time and 
our sin nature, while God is eternal and perfect.  
And while our pain of living in this fallen world is 
very legitimate, our perception of God is often 
artificially and inappropriately limited.  We are so 
hurt that we no longer feel that we can trust God.  
And so, like Amy, we need to resolve our anger in 
the light of the larger truth that our Lord will never 
leave us or forsake us.  And beyond that, He will 
work great good out of our most difficult times of 
suffering.  Without doubt, we have the difficult work 
of grieving to do.  And then, as we allow ourselves 
to feel emotions other than fear and anger, we 
become able to cooperate in our rescue—to trust 
our Lord to redeem even the most difficult of 
circumstances.  And in true biblical fashion, the 
Holy Spirit and our spiritual brothers and sisters can 
fan the flame of our faith, we can embrace our 
Lord’s rescue, and then become our real selves, 
the people our Lord created us to be and become. 
 

Please feel free to contact Cindy (609-275-8557 or 
clbills@verizon.net) to continue the dialogue....

 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

 
 

Join us on Tuesday mornings, from 7:00 to 8:00, at 
the McDonald’s on Brunswick Circle. We are 
studying Watchman Nee’s inspiring book, Sit, Walk, 
Stand, a look at Ephesians and the believer’s 
association with Christ, the world, and Satan. 
Contact Scott Bruno (609-213-9545) for additional 
information. The food, fellowship and study are 
great! 
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More Than 
Conquerors! 

 

By Janet Berrill 
 

Previously this summer Pastor Andy gave several 
sermons on Life in the Spirit.  In the last sermon in 
this four-part topic he discussed Romans 8:35 and 
37 which say, “Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution 
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  No, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.” 
 
As I thought about these verses, I was wondering 
how someone who is facing hardship, or famine or 
danger, etc., is a conqueror.  The world we live in 
does not define someone who is in such a situation 
as a conqueror.  A person who perseveres and 
triumphs in the end could be seen as a conqueror, 
but this verse says we are more than conquerors 
without saying anything about the end result.  
Pastor Andy told of a man who was burned at the 
stake for his faith as an example of a someone who 
was more than a conqueror.  Certainly the world 
would not view it that way; the world would say that 
he lost. 
 
But we can’t look at situations the way the world 
does, we need to look at them the way God does.  
As this thought gelled in my mind, I thought of a 
situation that recently happened to friend of mine.  
Let me recount it here. 
 
My friend, Cheryl, was involved in a dispute over 
money with a man named Brad.  Both Cheryl and 
Brad felt the other owed them money.  
Unfortunately, they were unable to resolve the 
issue between themselves, and Brad eventually 
brought a law suit against Cheryl.  Cheryl did not 
have enough money to afford a lawyer, and she 
was extremely stressed out about the situation.  But 
being a woman of great faith, she trusted that God 
would see her through.  Having no other option, 
Cheryl decided to defend herself in court.  She read 
up on court proceedings and prepared as best as 
she could.  Although she trusted God, she was 
anxious about  how it would go in court.  Would she  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

fall apart in front of the judge?  Would the presence 
of Brad unnerve her?  Would she make procedural 
mistakes that would cause the judge to chastise 
her?  The list of what could go wrong was endless. 
 
The day of court arrived.  When it was over, Cheryl 
walked out a conqueror!  No, she didn’t win the 
case, but she had a greater victory.  She was 
forced into a situation which could easily be 
described as trouble or hardship, and she didn’t just 
survive, she thrived!  She was composed when she 
addressed the court, the judge never had to correct 
her on any proceedings and actually complemented 
her on how well she did, she was able to face Brad 
without getting flustered, she was organized and 
was able to communicate her position clearly.   
 
John 10:10 says, “The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.”  I am not going to say 
this situation was entirely Satan’s doing, but 
certainly Satan wanted to use it to destroy Cheryl, 
to make her feel hopeless, to steal her joy and 
peace.  But instead of that happening, Cheryl 
experienced God enabling her to face an extremely 
difficult situation and to triumph over her fears.  
Yes, Cheryl would have to pay Brad the money, but 
Cheryl was a much stronger person because of 
what God had done through her.  Instead of being 
destroyed, Cheryl rejoiced at God’s faithfulness and 
how God had enabled her; she would never be the 
same. 
 
Yes, in trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or danger or sword we ARE more 
than conquerors!  The world may say Cheryl lost, 
but from God’s perspective (and Cheryl’s), she was 
a victor! 
 

 
 

If you have any items or information you would 
like to share in the newsletter please e-mail: 

Susan Seiboth at 
susan@quiltingsquare.com 

Dorothy Soi at 
dsoi@windsorchapel.org 

Chapel Office (609) 799-2559 
www.windsorchapel.org 

Contributing photographer: 
Pastor Andy Straubel 
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