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Further Up and Further In 
Inviting dialogue to encourage growth in 

and among us 

 

By Cindy Bills 
 

 

 

Preparing for Christmas 

 
We are in the heart of the holiday season, and most 
of us have one eye on Christmas even as we go 
about our daily tasks.  We shop, cook and bake, 
plan gatherings and parties, decorate, and send 
greeting cards.  It is a time of preparation!  In the 
midst of our busy-ness, though, I think one of the 
most important ways that we can prepare for 
Christmas is to consider how God prepared for 
Christmas.  Please join me in a brief journey 
through Scripture to observe a few highlights of 
God’s preparation. 
 
In the Bible, the story of Christmas begins well 
before the Gospel accounts of Jesus’s birth.  It 
starts even before Genesis.  We read in Ephesians 
that our salvation in Christ is established before the 
foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4).  Our all-
knowing, time-transcendent God starts to prepare 
for Christmas even before He creates the earth—
and us! 
 
We read in Genesis the very familiar account of the 
creation, of the Godhead working in concert to 
create—out of nothing—this glorious planet and the 
living things on it.  By the third chapter we read of 
the fall, of the broken relationship between God and 
the man and his wife.  But as God pronounces the 
consequences of their pride-driven choice, He also 
offers a glimpse of His redemption plan: sometime, 
somewhere, Eve’s seed—Christ, God Incarnate—
will crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). 
 
Generation after sinful generation follow, to the 
point where we read that the violence and 
godlessness among mankind cause God to regret 
His creating them (Genesis 6:6).  But still God 
prepares for Christmas.  He calls Noah to build the 
ark and then saves him and his family as the 
remnant through whom Eve’s Seed would come. 
 
Generations after Noah, through Noah’s son Shem, 

Continued on page 2…  

 

Fall Fellowship at Windsor Chapel 
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“Preparing for Christmas,” continued… 

 

Abram is born.  God calls Abram and establishes 
His covenant with Abram, promising to make a 
great nation through Abram and to bless all families 
of the earth through him (Genesis 12:2-3).  God 
uses Abram to introduce the concept of 
righteousness by faith, and it is through Abram that 
we meet Melchizedek, the mysterious high priest of 
God Most High, a priest whose ministry is apart 
from the Law that is to come and who is forerunner 
of Christ.   
 
God continues to prepare for Christmas.  As He 
renames Abram Abraham and Sarai Sarah, He 
empowers them to have a son, Isaac.  Isaac and 
Rebekah have Jacob and Esau, and again, we see 
God’s careful preparation as He chooses the 
younger son, Jacob, to bear the covenant forward.  
The story of Jacob and Esau does not make for 
pleasant reading, and the ugliness continues 
among Jacob’s twelve sons.  But God is not 
deterred, and His preparation for Christmas 
continues.  He uses Jacob’s 11th son, Joseph, to 
keep His chosen people alive in the midst of 
famine, and as Jacob—called Israel by God—dies, 
his blessing of Judah contains a prophetic glimpse 
of Christ the Messiah: “The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his 
feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples.”  
 
The Hebrew people demonstrate an appreciation 
for their heritage as the people of God, and even as 
they endure centuries of slavery in Egypt, careful 
record of tribes is kept.  When God finally calls 
Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, Judah’s 
descendants are among those rescued.  After 40 
years in the wilderness, He calls Joshua to lead 
them into the Promised Land.  God’s plan for 
Christmas includes a place as well as a people.   
 
The Hebrew people are not particularly good at 
being God’s people, even after God has 
established them as a nation.  Even King David, the 
man after God’s own heart, commits adultery and 
murder.  But King David’s flaws do not distract God 
from His plans.  We read in Psalm 89 of the 
LORD’s covenant with David, and His promise to 
establish His throne by a descendant of David, who 
is, of course of the tribe of Judah.  What is truly 
extraordinary   is   that   in   revealing   a  bit of   His  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Christmas plans to David, God also gives future 
generations—and us—substance upon which His 
Messiah can be recognized. 
 
As Hebrew history continues, the prophets are 
given glimpses of the coming Messiah.  Isaiah 
announces Immanuel born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), 
and he speaks at length of God’s plan to bring to 
His people the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace who as a 
descendant of David will rule for all eternity (Isaiah 
9).  Jeremiah communicates a word of 
encouragement from the LORD, that He will make 
a new covenant with His people and that His plans 
for them are for a future and for hope (Jeremiah 
29:11).  Micah reinforces the Davidic line of the 
promised Seed in proclaiming that the coming 
Savior would be born in Bethlehem, David’s place 
of birth.  And again, the prophet’s words give those 
who heard them hope and give future generations 
assistance in recognizing the Messiah so that they 
could celebrate Christmas. 
 
God’s plans for Christmas become increasingly 
detailed and specific as the moment approaches.  
He breaks through a lifetime of infertility and the 
limited faith of Zechariah as He sends Gabriel to 
announce to Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth that 
she will conceive the forerunner to the Messiah.  
Six months later, He sends Gabriel to Mary to 
announce that she is the chosen bearer of the 
awaited One.  Shortly after, God communicates 
with Mary’s betrothed Joseph via an unnamed 
angel to assure him that Mary’s highly unusual 
pregnancy is of His doing.  And sure enough, Mary 
and Joseph are descendants of King David.   
 
As history’s clock ticks, God moves in the heart of 
the Roman Emperor to declare a census that 
requires Joseph and Mary to travel from their 
hometown of Nazareth to Bethlehem just before it 
is time for her to give birth.  Legions of angels await 
the opportunity to proclaim the great event.  And 
then it happens, a real event in real time, 
orchestrated by an eternal God.  The Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke record the first 
Christmas, and we see the fruit of God’s 
preparations.  The long-promised and highly 
anticipated Messiah has come!  His natal star bears 
witness to this great event so that we see 
confirmation  in  the  form   of  the   three  Magi who  

Continued on page 4… 
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Perisseia Cookie 
Exchange! 

All women are invited to participate in a cookie 
exchange on Thursday, 
December 8, 7:00-8:30pm in the 
Chapel House. Please come—
and bring a guest—even if you 
haven’t attended Perisseia. This 
is a time of fun and fellowship. 

Please make your favorite Christmas treats. 
Package your treats in sets of 
six in labeled Ziploc bags. Bring 
as many bags as you would like 
to exchange, plus one additional 
bag as a refreshment 
contribution. Please feel free to 

come to enjoy the fellowship even if you do not 
want to bake and participate in the exchange. 
Please contact Cindy Bills at 
clbills@verizon.net or 609-275-8557. 

 
 

“I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
–Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 
 

Financial Update 
(Through October 2016) 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…” 
 

                     Actual                   Budget 
Income        $200,504               $283,750    
 
Expense      $289,413               $313,884 
 

Windsor Chapel has sent $38,298 to our 
missionary partners this year. That’s 19% of your 
giving!  

 

Annual Family  
Christmas Dinner 

Sunday, December 11 

You’re invited to join our Windsor 
Chapel family for our Annual 
Christmas Dinner on Sunday, 
December 11. This year’s dinner 
will be catered, so we’re asking 
you to please provide special 
holiday desserts. In addition to 
delicious food, this festive 
evening will include Christmas Carol singing 
and a great time of fellowship. The dinner will 
start at 5:30 pm. The Fellowship Committee 
plans to set up and decorate on Saturday 
morning. If you are able to help us with 
decorating or setting up at that time, or with 
last-minute details before the dinner, please let 
Lorraine Brown know (609-233-6000 or 
lorrainebrown4866@gmail.com).   

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday, December 24, at 

7:00 pm 

Join us as we joyously celebrate the birth of 
Christ with beautiful music, Scripture readings 
and meaningful reflections, highlighted by our 
traditional candle lighting service.  Invite your 
family, friends and neighbors! 
 

 

mailto:clbills@verizon.net
mailto:lorrainebrown4866@gmail.com
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 “Preparing for Christmas,” continued… 

 

arrive probably a year or two later to worship the 
newborn King.   
 
God’s preparations for Christmas have been 
concluded, but as we read further in these Gospel 
accounts and beyond in the New Testament, we 
see that the birth of Christ is only the beginning of 
the great plan.  Approximately thirty years after that 
first Christmas, Christ, the Lamb of God, takes 
away the sin of the world by dying on the cross.  
Redemption has indeed been accomplished but not 
yet completed.  We learn that God is not yet done 
with His preparative work.  While His plans to 
reveal the Messiah at the first advent of Christ have 
been accomplished and Christ’s saving work on the 
cross is finished, we know that He continues to plan 
and work toward the second advent of Christ, when 
the redemptive work of Christ will come to its full 
fruition, and the eternal reign of Christ will begin. 
 
So as we continue to scurry and plan, may we turn 
thankful hearts to the Lord of our Christmas feast 
and joyfully appreciate His loving preparation on 
our behalf.  And may we also remember that God 
continues to prepare for the second advent of 
Christ and remain alert in eager and confident 
anticipation. 

 
 

Please feel free to contact Cindy (609-275-8557 or 
clbills@verizon.net) to continue the dialogue.... 

 

Prime Timers 

On December 18, during the 11th Hour, the 
DVD "Mining God" will be shown downstairs. 
Learn witnessing from Lee Strobel, William 
Lane Craig and other Christian apologists. The 
DVD explains how seekers look at things in 
2016. Invite your friends. 
 

 

Elders’ Corner 

By Tom Taylor 
 

Christmas season is here.  How will I 
celebrate?  Will I order my days or will they 
order me?  Will I focus on the one thing that is 
needful or will I be distracted by everything the 
season brings at me?  It has been said that we 
live in an "attention deficit disorder" (ADD) 
society. Certainly Christmas season can push 
us to our limits. 
 
With this in mind, I am planning a new 
offensive attack to overcome the temptations 
that distract me from the reason for the 
season.  One of my favorite Christmas songs, 
"O Come All Ye Faithful," provides the script. 
From the beginning to the end it calls us to 
come and behold Him, and to come and adore 
Him.  
 
Beholding takes attention, which takes time.  I 
am scheduling time this season to behold Him, 
just as I schedule time with family and friends. 
Once we behold The Lamb who takes away 
the sins of the world, adoration will follow.  In 
His presence we find joy, peace and power to 
live as we were created.  
 
As a result of beholding Him and adoring Him, 
we will be blessed and able to bless all those 
he has and will bring our way this Christmas 
season. 
 

O come all ye faithful joyful and 

triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold him 

Born the king of angels 

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

O come Let us adore him 

Christ the lord 
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A Christmas Gift 
Pastor Andrew Straubel 

 
Christmas is often about giving and receiving 
gifts. For the Christian, gifts hold special 
meaning. Gifts, talents, or abilities were given 
to the church or, better yet, individuals in it, to 
not only help the church function effectively but 
to also bring a sense of fulfillment or joy in 
serving. In Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus likened 
gifts or talents to be used for their intended 
purpose, and it is thought that everyone has at 
least one (Mathew 25:24; Ephesians 4:7).  
 
The Apostle Peter challenged the church to 
use their gift(s) to serve one another (1 Peter 
4:10). Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 
and Ephesians 4:7-16 says the same. We are 
told that the church established leaders to help 
in this process (Ephesians 4:11-12). One role 
of leadership is to assist believers in the 
discovery of those gifts and to find use of those 
gifts in the body of Christ, the church 
(Ephesians 4:16).  
 
While the so called “gift-lists” differ in number 
and name, what is clear is they were given by 
God through the Holy Spirit for a purpose.  
Ephesians 4:16 speaks to that reason, or what 
will happen as gifts find use in the church:  
“From him the whole body, joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each part does 
its work.” Note these five profound statements: 
One, like glue, the church will be “joined and 
held together.” Two, every “ligament,” visible or 
not visible, will add strength or support. Three, 
the body will grow. Four, the body will build 
itself up. And five, this will happen as “each 
does its work.” 
 
The last statement is perhaps key to the 
interpretation, as “each part” does his/her work. 
This admonition is both personal and specific. 
Believers are given gifts and abilities to use 
them; and, in a sense, give them away. It is the  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

gift that keeps on giving. Too often however 
gifts lay dormant or hidden away.  We look with 
envy at gifts others possess to the neglect of 
our own.  In 2 Timothy 1:6, Paul challenges 
young Timothy to “stir up the gift” he knew was 
in him; later he tells Timothy to not neglect that 
gift but rather give himself wholly to it or better 
them. What happens then is that the “profiting 
may appear to all” (1 Timothy 4:15).  
 
To use our gifts to serve one another is 
perhaps the greatest challenge a believer 
faces after trusting the Lord. It is also the area 
of greatest reward. Hebrews 6:10 says that 
“God is not unjust so as to overlook your work 
and the love that you have shown for his name 
in serving the saints, as you still do.” In other 
words, God knows what we do for others.  
 
“All Christians are but God’s stewards. 
Everything we have is on loan from the Lord, 
entrusted to us for a while to use in serving 
Him.”– John MacArthur. 
 
 In the end may we hear the words of Jesus, 
“Well done good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share your 
master’s happiness.” (NIV) If you would like to 
start the journey of discovery, please make it 
known. It would be a Christmas gift everyone 
can enjoy. 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Good News about the 
Good News Club! 

The long-awaited Good News Club has a 
tentative start date of January 10, 2017, at the 
Dutch Neck Elementary School! The club will 
meet on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 - 5:00 
until the end of April. If you would like to help in 
this rewarding ministry on a rotating basis, 
please contact Pastor Andy.  Listen for 
announcements and watch the bulletin for 
additional information. 
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True Satisfaction 

By Janet Berrill 
 

The Christmas season is once again upon us.  
During this time of year we are bombarded with 
commercials from retailers trying to convince 
us that our lives will be unfulfilled if we do not 
possess the product that they are so 
desperately trying to sell us.  After all, how can 
you possibly cook in the kitchen without the 
latest slicer, dicer, mincer, chopper?  Or how 
will you ever impress your friends or attract 
members of the opposite gender if you’re not 
driving the latest and greatest model car?  Or 
the only way to truly know your sweetheart 
loves you is if he buys you that piece of jewelry 
that says “I love you” so uniquely.  Retailers 
want you to believe that their product is the 
thing that you need to make your life happy. 
 
The sad truth is that it is all a lie, but having 
more stuff is so ingrained in our culture that we 
easily buy into the advertising.  I am amazed at 
how I can see a product and suddenly feel like 
I really need it when a few minutes before that I 
had no idea it even existed, yet somehow I 
survived without it.  Now don’t get me wrong, 
there are plenty of products out there that 
make our lives easier and for a time can make 
us happy.  But in the long run, all the material 
possessions we could ever own will never truly 
satisfy us or bring us lasting happiness.   
 
The same goes for relationships.  For me 
personally, all my life I have longed for the 
perfect relationship.  Growing up I certainly did 
not have that with my parents or brothers.  As I 
got older, I looked for it in friends and then in 
boyfriends.  I thought I’d have it once I got 
married, but found out that, although Larry is 
wonderful and we have a great relationship, it 
is not perfect.  Children was the next place I 
looked, especially a daughter.  But I was 
blessed with three sons and although they are 
great, we don’t have the perfect relationship.  
Then I considered future daughters-in-law, 
perhaps I could find it there.  But after listening  
 

 
 

 
 

 

to some of my friends who have married 
children, I came to the realization that no 
daughter-in-law was going to be perfect either.  
All relationships I have had have in one way or 
another disappointed me at some point.   
 
There are no possessions that will ever fully 
satisfy us, and there are no human 
relationships that will ever be perfect.  Instead 
of being disappointing, this is actually great 
news!  The reason it is great news is because 
there is only one source of true, lasting 
happiness and fulfillment and that is found in a 
relationship with God.  We don’t have to keep 
spending money and trying new things, or 
searching for the right person.  God created 
each one of us to be in a relationship with Him, 
and nothing is going to satisfy us except that.  
And once we have that relationship, we can let 
go of our need for things or people to bring us 
satisfaction. 
 
Paul says in Philippians 4:11-13, “I have 
learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all 
this through him who gives me strength.”  
Paul’s relationship with God enabled him to be 
content no matter what his circumstances.  At 
Christmas we celebrate God sending Jesus 
into the world.  If you are still looking for 
satisfaction and lasting happiness in this world, 
use this time as we prepare for Christmas to 
pray and ask God to satisfy you with the gift He 
has given us, a relationship with Him.   

 
 

If you have any items or information you would like 
to share in the newsletter please e-mail: 

Susan Seiboth at 
susan@quiltingsquare.com 

Dorothy Soi at 
dsoi@windsorchapel.org 

Chapel Office (609) 799-2559 
www.windsorchapel.org 

Contributing photographers: 
Pastor Andy Straubel 
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