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The Value of the 

Individual 
By Janice Straubel 

 
I love biographies!  In the month of February, I 
read the biographies of George Washington 
and Abraham Lincoln to children in the library.  
We compare and contrast their lives and 
discuss the reasons they are still remembered 
today.  Biographies can give the reader a 
different perspective and allow us to learn from 
another’s mistakes and hardships.  
  
Windsor Chapel has also been focusing on 
studying and gaining wisdom from the lives of 
individuals.  In Perissea, we are studying the 
life of Abraham.  He was far from perfect, but 
walked with God.  Church history is being 
taught during the 11th hour.  Studying history 
can help us, Lord-willing, not to repeat the 
mistakes of the past and have the courage to 
make necessary changes.  Our church 
messages have focused on the churches in 
Revelation and our need to hear Jesus speak.  
These churches were comprised of individuals.  
  
God is the God of the individual as well as the 
God of the group.  In Luke 15, Jesus tells the 
parables of the lost coin, the lost sheep and the 
lost son.  All demonstrate God’s heart for one:  
one coin, one sheep, and one son.  
Unfortunately, our culture often emphasizes 
numbers.  How many were at the political 
demonstration, how many were at church, how 
many friends do you have on Facebook?  
Jesus focused on the individual, which totally 
thrills my soul.   
 
Each of us is important to God.  He knows us 
and LOVES us.  Unbelievable, but so 
wonderful!  We are not just part of a group, we 
are valued for who we are inside.  As a young 
Christian in college, I learned this life-changing 
lesson.  God gave  me a  unique  friend named  

Continued on page 2… 

 

 
 

People Who Work to Make Our 
Sunday Mornings Special 

 
The Praise Team 

The Sound Team 

 
And the technician who recently applied 
window tinting to help reduce squinting in 
the sun glare pew section. 
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“The Value of the Individual,” continued… 
 
Kathy.  We were a lot different from each other.   
She grew up in a very sheltered Christian 
family and school setting, and I was very 
independent and from a secular background.  
She asked if we could be prayer partners.  I 
had NO idea what that meant.  It sounded 
weird, and I wasn’t sure about what I had to do.  
Kathy gave me an index card, and asked me to 
write several concerns I had for the upcoming 
week.  She would then pray for those 
concerns.  Then she gave me her card with 
several of her needs mentioned.  This wasn’t 
so hard after all!  We started praying for each 
other, and then we began listing “praises.”  
After that we set a time weekly to meet 
together just to pray.  I had never prayed out 
loud with a friend before, but I liked it.  Kathy 
modeled the “ACTS” prayer- Adoration, 
Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication.  
We saw amazing answers to prayer including 
God bringing Andy into my life!   
 
Kathy honored my value as an individual and 
the power of prayer to a generous and loving 
God.  I have continued to practice her example 
in the 25 years since that time.  My favorite 
part of the day continues to be early morning 
where I meet with God on the same spot at the 
same time on our living room couch.  I now 
keep a prayer journal where I write requests 
and praises and special verses.  I try to read 
one Psalm and one Proverb each morning and 
then Adore, Confess, Thank and bring my 
Supplications to God.   
  
The prayer chain at Windsor Chapel is a 
wonderful ministry, and God has used it to 
minister in ways we might never see.  I love 
how we can both rejoice and mourn for each 
other and walk together through the rugged 
road of this life.  Maybe some of your requests 
are too private for a prayer chain?  No worries, 
one praying individual is enough.  Memorize 
verses on prayer, find a prayer partner and find 
a place and a time daily that you can pray.  
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably  

 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations forever and ever!  
Amen!” Ephesians 3:20, 21 
 
 

Congratulations to  
Bob and Susan Seiboth 

On the birth of their third grandchild, 
Andrew Grant Meacham 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Andrew was born February 11, 2017, 
at 12:16 am. He weighed 7 lbs. 10 oz. 

 He joins his parents 
Leah and Tim Meacham,  
and older brother Henry. 

 

11th Hour 
 

Beginning next Sunday, March 5, our adult 
class will use six weeks to prepare for Easter.  
Please join us as we look at Forgiveness: 
Power and Privilege.  Men and women will 
remain in a combined class as we look to 
understand biblical truth and apply that truth to 
our lives.  Teachers: Ken and Cindy Bills. 

 
 

Financial Update 
(Through October 2016) 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…” 
 

                     Actual                   Budget 
Income        $30,605               $25,750    
 
Expense      $20,910               $30,773 
 
Windsor Chapel has sent $4115.00 to our missionary 
partners this year. That’s 14% of your giving!  
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Elder’s Corner 
By Ken Bills 

 
“O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O 

God of Jacob! Selah” 
(Psalms 84:7–8 ESV) 

 
One of the surest ways for me to annoy my long-
suffering wife is to not pay attention when she talks 
to me. Fortunately or unfortunately, the signs that 
my mind is elsewhere can be pretty obvious: I 
continue (or start) reading while she is talking. I 
don’t respond at appropriate points in the 
conversation or answer a question, or respond with 
a generic grunt.  I have a faraway look in my eye.  I 
don’t remember a few minutes later what she told 
me, or I ask the same question twice.   
 
The fault in these situations is, though I hate to 
admit it, mine.  I can make excuses to try to justify 
myself: I am only human. I can only do one thing at 
a time. I am sometimes tired and worn out. I am 
overwhelmed by concerns and pressures of my 
own, am easily distracted, or can easily appear 
distracted even when I am not.  But, as much as I 
fall short, I want to listen to Cindy in ways that 
communicate how much I value and respect her, 
that touch her heart and affirm that I know that she, 
and her thoughts, concerns, and desires, are 
worthy of my full attention. 
 
We know that God does not have the limitations I 
have.  He is infinite and is able to provide full 
attention to every person at all times.  He does not 
get distracted or tired.  He loves us with an unfailing 
love at all times.  Yet even so, at times we do 
wonder if God is listening when we pray.  Reading 
the Psalms lately, I was struck by the number of 
Psalms in which the psalmist cries out for God to 
hear his prayer: 
 

“Hear my prayer, O Lord; let my cry come to 
you! 

Do not hide your face from me in the day of 
my distress! 

Incline your ear to me; 
answer me speedily in the day when I call!” 

      (Psalms 102:1–2 ESV) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Notwithstanding what we know in our heads, it can 
be hard for us to feel assured that God hears our 
prayers.  We can’t physically confirm his presence 
with us, or see his facial expressions.  When we 
are talking with other people, the absence of a 
verbal response is often a sure sign that the other 
person was not listening, and seldom does God 
respond to our prayers with an audible voice. And 
while sometimes we see God’s answers to prayers 
quickly, when we don’t the waiting can be hard.  
Again, our experience is not unique: 
 

“I am weary with my crying out; my throat is 
parched.  

My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God.” 
                                (Psalms 69:3 ESV) 
 
In times like these, our primary assurance that we 
are heard comes from faith, grounded in God’s 
Word and strengthened by our past experiences of 
God’s tender and personal faithfulness.  Jesus told 
a parable about a widow who kept coming to an 
unjust judge until he, finally worn out from her 
persistence, gave her the justice she deserved to 
teach his disciples to persevere in prayer “and not 
give up”.  (Luke 18:1-8)  So it is clear that we are to 
continue in prayer even when the answers we seek 
are long delayed. 

 

  
Windsor Chapel’s elders are seeking a renewed 
emphasis on prayer.  As we move in that direction 
we will have many times to rejoice together in 
God’s answers to prayer.  We will also have times 
when results seem delayed and we are puzzled or 
discouraged as we wait.  In those times we can be 
honest with God and one another, as the psalmists 
are, about our struggle, even as we encourage one 
another to continue seeking the God who delights 
to hear and answer our prayers.   

 

Spring Ahead! 
 
Daylight Savings Time begins at 2:00 
am Sunday, March 12.  Remember to 
set your clocks ahead one hour before 
sleeping on Saturday night. This is also 

a good time to change the batteries in your smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors. 
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Further Up and Further In 
Inviting dialogue to encourage growth in 

and among us 

 

By Cindy Bills 

 

Truth and Freedom 
 
 
“The Truth will set you free.”  These words of 
Jesus, quoted by the Apostle John in the 
eighth  chapter of his Gospel, are some of the 
most powerful and yet most difficult to embrace 
in all of the New Testament.  The Jews who 
first heard these words argued with Jesus: as 
God’s chosen people, they have never been 
enslaved by anyone and are already free!  
Their response was remarkably short-
sighted—their ancestors had in fact endured 
centuries of slavery in Egypt, and they were at 
this time under the oppressive rule of the 
Roman Empire.  Their response is also 
illuminating—if we are to appreciate Jesus’ 
words, we must be willing to admit that we are 
in need of the freeing power of Christ.   
 
I am not certain that we appreciate our need of 
Christ’s freeing work in us and on our behalf 
any more than His original audience.  Kay 
Arthur, author of Precept Bible study materials, 
has observed that the “5 W’s” used by 
journalists can be very helpful in pursuing a 
deeper understanding of Scripture.  I would like 
to use the 5 W’s—Who, What, When, Where, 
Why—to deepen our understanding of this 
crucial passage and enable us to better apply it 
to our lives of faith. 
 
There are two “whos” in this passage.  First, is 
the Truth.  Truth is not merely an inanimate 
fact or force.  Jesus proclaims that He is the 
Truth.  Jesus, as Lord and Creator of the 
universe, is the ultimate fact.  But He is also a 
personal Savior and the only source of 
genuine, eternal freedom.  The driving force of 
freedom is a Person, Jesus Christ.  And, Jesus  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
offers us, in personal relationship with Him, 
access to the freedom He offers and desires us 
to experience.  We must interact with Christ in 
order for the Truth to have its effect: freedom.  
Freedom flourishes, then,  when the two 
“whos” interact in concert.  That interaction 
requires what many of the original hearers 
lacked: faith.  By faith we—you and I—can be 
made free by the ultimate Truth, Jesus Christ. 
 
The original hearers of Jesus’ offer of freedom 
clearly did not see any “what” attached to His 
words and could not envision any bonds that 
inhibited their freedom.  They did not connect 
to Jesus as the Truth and so could not grasp 
their enslavement and need for freedom.  
Identifying the essential “what” in this passage 
requires us to ask this question: From what do 
we need to be made free?  It is traditional in 
the evangelical Christian community to 
understand that Christ has freed us from the 
penalty and power of our sin.  By dying on our 
behalf, Christ has paid the penalty of our sin, 
the veil was torn, and we have access to God 
by faith in Christ’s work on the cross.  We are 
no longer counted as sinners but declared 
righteous.  And although we are still in the 
world and struggling with our sin nature and all 
the temptations a fallen world offers, we have 
the indwelling Holy Spirit to empower us to 
overcome the power of sin in our lives as we 
are progressively sanctified. 
 
While it would be impossible to overestimate 
the significance of these freedoms, it would be 
short-sighted to limit our concept of freedom-in-
Christ to these doctrines.  I would like for us to 
consider that as bond-servants of Christ, we 
have enormous freedom.  We are free from the 
opinions and expectations of others, even (or 
especially) ourselves.  We are called to follow 
and serve our Master, and no one or nothing 
else.  This means that we are free from the 
definitions  of   success  that  surround us.  The  

Continued on page 5… 
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“Truth and Freedom,” continued… 

 
world  would have us see  success through the  
lens of ancestry, education, career, socio-
economic status, fame, wealth, power.  But lest 
we think that we in the church are immune to 
inappropriate parameters of success, we need 
to consider the subtle ways we absorb 
“Christian” definitions of success:  Good 
Christians attend Bible college, go on missions 
trips, tithe, serve on multiple committees, teach 
Sunday School, have a lengthy quiet time first 
thing every morning, abstain from alcohol, 
card-playing, dancing, R-rated movies, never 
shop or go to a movie on Sundays, and are 
always willing to sacrifice their resources for 
the sake of ministry.  Of course, our faith must 
be expressed in love, service, and obedience, 
and none of the above behaviors are 
necessarily inappropriate.  But if we are 
serving an expectation of godliness instead of 
following our Master as we grow a love 
relationship with Him, we will become enslaved 
to Christian duty and self-righteousness. 
 
The “what” of freedom has limitless boundaries 
as the world provides limitless opportunities to 
become ensnared.  We can be bound to 
substances, to relationships, to particular forms 
of entertainment and recreation (both 
appropriate and inappropriate); we can be 
bound by the past, by fear, by ignorance and 
prejudice, and by selfishness.  No one on this 
side of the kingdom is immune.  The freedom 
offered by Christ is not to be taken lightly. 
 
The “when” and “where” of Christ’s words is a 
wonderfully refreshing concept.  Although 
Christ uttered His proclamation of freedom in a 
particular location at a particular day and time 
in history, the truth of His statement applies to 
all times and to all places.  God’s truth is 
universally true at all times and at all places.  
This is good news for us!  Regardless of our 
circumstances, wherever we are, whenever we 
are challenged with bondage, Christ wants to 
make us free.  The  difficult  part  of  the “when”  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

and “where” is that these concepts themselves 
have a “when” and “where” to them.  They 
represent a “here and now” as well as a “not 
until eternity in heaven.”  We can access Christ 
as the Truth here and now, as we seek the 
work of Christ in us, but we will experience full 
freedom only in the end, in heaven.  A reason 
to hope and persevere. 
 
Finally, we look at the “why” of this passage.  
Why does Christ place value on freedom and 
make it a point to proclaim it and offer it to us?  
I think that there are many angles from which 
to view this question, but I believe there are 
two elements that are particularly significant to 
us in our everyday lives.  First, the Lord loves 
us and wants the best for us.  Bondage of any 
kind restricts and limits us.  It prevents us from 
fully enjoying His creation and the world in 
which He has placed us.  He desires our 
freedom so that we can fully embrace what He 
has for us.  Second, the Lord is a relational 
God.  The Trinity enjoys total intimacy, and we 
were created in His image, to share in that 
relationship, with Him and with one another.  
Again, bondage restricts our ability to fully 
engage in relationship, our capacity to love.  If 
we are serving any master other than Christ, 
our heart is divided and we cannot fully partake 
of the nature of Christ and fully participate in 
His kingdom here on earth.  Christ wants to 
make us free so that He can enjoy an undiluted 
relationship with us and so that we can 
experience the same with others.   
 
Please feel free to contact Cindy (609-275-8557 or 
clbills@verizon.net) to continue the dialogue.... 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

EFCA Today Is Online 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

EFCA Today is keeping up with new reading 
habits and is easily accessible to everyone at 
www.efcatoday.org. Bookmark and visit this 
website often and be encouraged by more 
exciting stories of God at work among and 
through us. 
 

http://www.efcatoday.org/
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Good Father 
By Janet Berrill 

 
I have a friend who is very dear to me who is 
going through a tough time.  I continually pray 
for her, asking God for Him to heal her from 
past hurts, to set her free from strongholds, to 
fill her with the fruit of the Spirit (see Gal 5:22), 
and to help her experience the joy of His 
salvation.  I have been praying for her for a 
long time. Sometimes it gets discouraging for 
me when I talk to her and ask her how she is 
doing, and she tells me things aren’t going 
well.  Sometimes she’s in a better place, but I 
don’t see in her the kind of life changes I am 
praying for. 
 
Not too long ago we sang the song Good, 
Good Father in church.  The chorus of the 
song says, “You’re a good, good Father, it’s 
who you are, it’s who you are, it’s who you are.  
And I’m loved by you, it’s who I am, it’s who I 
am, it’s who I am.”  I thought about what it 
means for God to be a good Father and for us 
to be loved by Him.  If a good earthly father 
had a child who was struggling as my friend is, 
what would he do?  Because he loves his child 
he would certainly act on their behalf.  
Unfortunately, and any parent knows, children 
of any age have their own will and don’t 
necessarily do what their loving parents know 
is best for them.  But this doesn’t stop a good 
father from trying to reach his child.  He may 
talk to the child, or take some action that would 
benefit the child, or may let the child 
experience the consequences of their actions 
to show them the mistake they made (like in 
the parable of the Lost Son in Luke 15:11-32).  
In any case the good father does not forget 
about his child, but is attentive to the situation 
and always acts for the child’s benefit.   
 
As I thought about this, I realized that if a good 
earthly father would act like this toward his 
child, how much more will God act like that 
toward His children.  And if that is the case with  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
my friend, then God has been acting in her life, 
He hasn’t forgotten about her. He is attentive to 
her situation, even if I can’t always see what 
He is doing.  So rather than question whether 
God is acting or be disappointed that I am not 
seeing my specific prayers answered in the 
way I expect them to be, I should trust in Him 
as our good Father and in faith thank Him that 
He is listening to my prayers and that He is 
acting in my friend’s life.   
 
Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.  And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.”  How true this verse is!  As I prayed, 
thanking God for hearing my prayer and for 
working in my friend’s life, I felt a peace that I 
hadn’t experienced before.  God is a good 
Father. He loves all His children. He listens to 
our prayers. He acts on our behalf, and in faith 
we can thank Him for who He is and what He 
does, even before we see the answers to our 
prayers.  

 
 

New Directories 
 
Our new 2017 Chapel Directories containing 
updated information and the listings of our 
newest chapel members are available in the 
chapel foyer. 
 

 
 
If you have any items or information you would 

like to share in the newsletter please e-mail: 
Susan Seiboth at 

susan@quiltingsquare.com 
Dorothy Soi at 

dsoi@windsorchapel.org 
Chapel Office (609) 799-2559 

www.windsorchapel.org 
Contributing photographers: 

Pastor Andy Straubel & Helen Cull 
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