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Amazing Grace 

Personified 
By Daniel Mark 

 
The marvels of God’s grace and its essence 
are such that it eludes eloquent description in 
any language or vocabulary.  No expression 
can adequately capture God’s goodness and 
mercy this side of eternity and heaven.  To 
contemplate how otherwise hell-bound and 
depraved humans can be set right with a God 
of quintessential holiness awes and inspires to 
no end.  Is it any surprise, then, that the grace 
of God furnishes the theme for the lyrics of 
some of the greatest songs of the Christian 
faith?  Think “Amazing Grace,” “Rock of Ages,” 
and “Marvelous Grace,” among my favorites for 
starters. 
 
Whereas fully comprehending grace can be a 
humbling experience, it should be appreciated 
that this favor of the Divine to mortal man 
operates at all levels of our existence in the 
here, now, and beyond.  Grace is the sole 
agency of God’s interaction with us through the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  For all the talk or 
controversy about easy believism versus 
lordship salvation, a true understanding of 
Titus 2:11-14 should settle all disputes and 
hence demolish what in actuality is a phony 
disagreement.  “For the grace of God has 
appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and 
godly in the present age, looking for the 
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who 
gave Himself for us to redeem us from every 
lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a 
people for his own possession, zealous of 
good deeds.” (NASB) This all-encompassing 
passage says that the grace of God does at a 
minimum three things at  once:   it   saves; it   
empowers  us  for  holy  

Continued on page 2… 

 

Summer Snack Sundays 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



THE CHAPEL CHALLENGE 
September 2017          A Newsletter from Windsor Chapel                               Page 2      

 
“Amazing Grace Personified,” continued… 

 

living; and, it prepares us in anticipation of the  
return of our Lord!  Every true believer or child 
of God should have an everlasting hallelujah in 
his/her heart.  Read and digest this for the rest 
of your sojourn on earth, and you’re not likely 
to fall for a wholly unnecessary debate 
concerning the efficacy of God’s grace in His 
chosen ones. 
 
There are all sorts of practical manifestations 
of God’s grace throughout the scriptures from 
Genesis through Revelation.  Immediately after 
the Fall, God could have washed His hands of 
the human race and done something entirely 
different.  But no, and most blessedly, He 
proclaimed His rescue initiative for us instead!  
Genesis 3:15 says it all:  “I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
 
Witness the grace of God in the lives of the 
following characters:  Noah and his family, the 
sole survivors out of an intensely wicked 
generation; the calling of the patriarchs – 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob – whose descendants 
became the nation of Israel; the anointing of 
Moses to the monumental tasks of prophet, 
lawgiver, and administrator; and, for the sake 
of the scope of this article, God’s incredible 
tenacity in preserving the Jewish nation despite 
its rejection of its Messiah, Yeshua 
Hamashiach.  What accounts for all of these 
situations?  The answer is summed up in the 
word that is the topic of this article: GRACE! 
 
Any reader of this piece whose heart has been 
prompted into genuine faith and repentance 
towards God and Christ, has all it takes to have 
one’s name in the Lamb’s Book of Life 
(Revelation 13:8; 21:27) and for preparation to 
spend eternity with God in an indescribably 
glorious new heaven and new earth!  As a 
believer, I can only say Hallelujah and Amen 
forever and ever. 
 

 
 

Starting in September 
11th Hour Adult Class 

 
Love a good mystery?  The 11th Hour adult 
Sunday class resumes its study on the book of 
Hebrews on September 17.  Who wrote this 
theological powerhouse?  To whom was it 
written?  Who was Melchizidek?  Where and 
how do faith and obedience intersect in a life of 
faith?  All men and women are invited to join us 
as we delve into these mysteries, discover 
powerful truths, and appreciate the glory of a 
life of faith.  Please come and learn along with 
us and our brothers and sisters from the early 
church.  Teachers: Larry and Janet Berrill; Ken 
and Cindy Bills. 

~~~ 

"[To have Faith in Christ] means, of course, trying 

to do all that He says. There would be no sense in 

saying you trusted a person if you would not take 

his advice. Thus if you have really handed yourself 

over to Him, it must follow that you are trying to 

obey Him. But trying in a new way, a less worried 

way. Not doing these things in order to be saved, 

but because He has begun to save you already. 

Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for your 

actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain 

way because a first faint gleam of Heaven is 

already inside you.”   C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 

Ministry Fair  

Join us for the Ministry Fair 
after the worship service on 
September 10.  This is an 
excellent opportunity to learn 
more about the many 
wonderful ministries available     

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, at Windsor Chapel.  
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Special 11th Hour 

Join us for a Special 11th Hour on Sunday, 
September 10.  "The Hearing Ear and the 
Seeing Eye," is a DVD study with David 
Menton, a Ph.D. in cell biology from Brown 
University. He will take us on a journey into the 
marvelous intricacies of the human ear and 
eye, both having the clear stamp of the 
Creator. Charlie Muldrow will answer science 
questions.   

 

Devotionals 

Pick up a copy of the latest “Our Daily Bread,” 
a wonderful booklet for personal and family 
devotions. They are located on the table in the  
foyer along with the “Gospel of John” 
booklets. 

 

 

ISI Garage Giveaway 

Help international students and their families 
experience the warmth and caring of our local 
community. The ISI Annual Garage Give-Away 
will be held between 8 am and noon on 
Saturday, September 9, at the Lutheran 
Church of the Messiah, 407 Nassau Street, in 
Princeton. This wonderful ministry assists 
internationals by providing them with large and 
small items to help ease their transition to 
Princeton.  Donations of furniture, small 
appliances and kitchen, bath and bed needs 
are especially welcome.  Drivers with pickups 
are also needed. The rain date is September 
16.  Contact  John and Aruna Desai at (609) 
924-0763 or jdesai45@verizon.net for 
additional information.  

 

                   Thank You! 

 
 Christian and Ximena Aguilar, 
and the Vida Life Church 
worship team in 
Harrisburg, led 
us in a bi-lingual 
worship service 
on August 20. 
We were richly 
blessed by their 
presence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Perisseia: Fall, 2017 
 
All women are invited to join our women’s growth 
group for a six-week series on self-talk.  We will 
meet Thursday evenings, September 21-October 
26, 7:00-8:30, in the Chapel House. 
 
Self-talk is a significant influence on the way we 
feel and approach other people and the tasks in our 
lives.  It reflects our history, personality, and 
personal choices.  Developing an awareness of our 
self-talk and learning to manage it can reap huge 
benefits as we seek to live an abundant life in 
Christ as sinners in a sinful world. 
 
No commitment or preparation is necessary.  
Please come when you can and as you are able.  
For more information, please contact Cindy Bills 
(clbills@verizon.net; 609-275-8557). 

 

mailto:jdesai45@verizon.net
mailto:clbills@verizon.net
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Elder’s Corner 

By Ron Bystrom 
 

Great Prayer in the Spring and Summer – 
Hopeful it will Continue 

 
This year, Pastor Andy encouraged us towards 
two emphases.  An emphasis of embracing 
God’s Word/Truth, and an emphasis on Prayer.  
So far this year, I have been encouraged in 
each of these realms.   
 
Two major differences that occurred as we 
looked towards the Easter Egg Hunt this year 
included: (1) establishing a pattern for greater 
encouragement to the congregation towards 
prayer, and (2) greater involvement in faith 
oriented, dependent prayer.  Many of you 
responded by praying daily prior to the Egg 
Hunt and also at special prayer gatherings.  
Similarly, there was also a greater emphasis 
towards faith filled prayer prior to the 5-Day 
Club.   
 
Though God doesn’t always answer our 
prayers as quickly or exactly as we would like, 
He definitely did this year, exceeding our 
expectations in terms of the response from the 
surrounding community to the Egg Hunt and 
also to the 5-Day Club. 
 
As some of us intentionally asked those who 
were at the Egg Hunt where they lived, the 
overwhelming response was West Windsor, 
East Windsor, and Hamilton.  And, as you 
know, so many families and children came to 
the Egg Hunt, we had to run to a nearby CVS 
to buy more candy.   There were also more 
children and parents at the 5-Day Club than in 
the last number of years.  But a significant 
difference this year from last year was that, 
apparently, most who came were from 
neighborhoods near the church.  
 
 

 
  
 
We have been praying and asking God, “Since 
YOU placed Windsor Chapel where You did, 
please enable us to be a light to the 
surrounding neighborhoods and across the 
street at the Dutch Neck School.”  I truly 
believe that God is answering that prayer.  Let 
us GIVE THANKS to HIM for the way that HE 
has led us and for the way that HE is 
answering our prayers.  
 
But now summer is nearly over.  As we look 
ahead to the fall, let us continue to heed the 
emphases of Pastor Andy, to embrace the 
Truths of the Word of God, and towards 
continued Faith Filled, Dependent Prayer in all 
that we do.  
  
In John 15:5, 7, & 8 Jesus said, “I am the vine, 
you are the branches.  Whoever abides in Me 
and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for 
apart from Me, you can do NOTHING. 
…(capitalization emphasis is mine)   If you 
abide in Me and My Words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish and it will be done for you.  
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”  
 
I believe that in an increasing way, we are 
abiding in Him, allowing His Word to abide in 
us, that we are actively asking things 
consistent with His Word/Truth/Will, and 
bearing the fruit of this.  More families and 
children surrounding the Chapel are becoming 
aware of our existence and our desire to 
Glorify our God.     To Him be the Thanks and 
Praise.   

 
 
This is the confidence we have in approaching 

God: that if we ask anything according to his will, 

he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us—
whatever we ask—we know that we have what 

we asked of him.       (1 John 5:14-15) 
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Further Up and Further In 
Inviting dialogue to encourage growth in 

and among us 

 

By Cindy Bills 

 

Ready or Not…. 
 

Here we are, ready or not: September.  The 
shift into a new season is more than a return to 
school for students.  It impacts parents, school 
staff, and entire communities.  Fall marks a 
change in lifestyle and focus.  Trips to the 
beach, family reunions, vacations, and star 
gazing give way to more structure and tighter 
schedules.  And at Windsor Chapel and in 
most churches, September also represents 
new and renewed ministry initiatives.  In fact, 
we will have a Fall Ministry Fair on September 
10, to highlight ministry opportunities and to 
facilitate matching ministers to ministries. 
 
Transitions are a challenge.  Some transitions 
are not of our choice and against our will and 
desires.  But research has shown that even 
transitions that are positive and even joyful—
marriage, birth of a child, a new job, a new 
home—generate stress.  Even the most 
adventurous of us like some measure of 
stability and predictability in our lives.  In fact, 
recent research in neurobiology has 
demonstrated that the purpose of our memory 
is not to retain facts or remember events to feel 
warm and fuzzy but rather to use the past to 
help us negotiate the future.  And when a 
transition makes the future less certain, our 
brains reach into our past to prepare. 
 
Sometimes, our brains don’t have much in the 
past with which to work.  If we have 
experienced failure, trauma, or disappointment, 
our brain will apply those experiences as it 
looks to prepare for the future.  We may not 
feel up to the challenge, or we may be certain 
that the future looks too good to be true and 
begin to anxiously search for obstacles in our 
path.   On   the   other  hand,  we    may    have  

 
 
recently experienced victory and plunge into a 
new challenge inadequately prepared.  Either 
way, our brain will use the information it has 
stored to anticipate the future represented by 
the transition in front of it. 
 
When we are entering a time of transition (as in 
all times!), it is helpful to take a Biblical 
approach.  First and foremost, our God is the 
God of the universe and of time.  While 
transitions represent stress and challenge, the 
passing of time, seasons, and transitions are 
all in His omniscient hands.  He is prepared for 
the future in general, and for our future in 
particular.  Next, it is wise to remember that our 
identity and value are in Christ.  They do not 
depend on our performance in managing a 
time of transition.  The pressure is off.  Finally, 
we can use our minds to help our brains 
process the past.  Many of our memories are 
colored by unnecessary negative emotions.  
We can actively and proactively identify those 
memories, identify lies, and embrace the truth 
of who God is and who we are before Him.  We 
can, in fact, use our personal history so that 
negative history does not repeat itself.  This is 
in part what it means for our minds to be 
transformed.  We can take every thought 
captive to Christ and remember His 
faithfulness throughout our lives.  We can 
remember that we can do all things through 
Him who strengthens us, and that we will reign 
with Christ.  In the meantime, we can perhaps 
approach transition with more confidence and 
less stress because of His amazing grace. 
 
Please feel free to contact Cindy (609-275-8557 or 
clbills@verizon.net) to continue the dialogue.... 

 
If you have any items or information you would like 

to share in the newsletter please e-mail: 
Susan Seiboth at 

susan@quiltingsquare.com 
Dorothy Soi at 

dsoi@windsorchapel.org 
Chapel Office (609) 799-2559 
Contributing Photographers: 
Karen Bruno and Janet Berrill 

mailto:susan@makeit.com
mailto:dsoi@windsorchapel.org
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Dirty Driveway 
By Janet Berrill 

 
Nineteen years ago, almost three years after 
we moved into our house, we had our driveway 
and walkway to the front door replaced with 
cement as the old driveway was falling apart.  
Pot holes, loose rocks, and unmatched 
patches were replaced with a driveway that 
looked great – it was solid, clean, and smooth.  
The driveway has stood the test of time and 
remains in good condition today, except for the 
cleanliness part. 
 
Over the years, without my really being aware 
of it happening because it happened so slowly, 
the driveway and walkway began to get dirty.  
Black mildew began to accumulate on the 
areas that do not get much sun until they 
reached the point where they were a dark 
grayish color instead of the creamy white they 
were when the driveway was first new.   
 
My son, Stephen, is home from college for the 
summer.  I like for my children to help with 
household projects when they are around, so I 
asked Stephen if he would be willing to power 
wash the driveway and walkway.  Given some 
of the other choices I gave him, Stephen was 
willing do this as playing with water sounded a 

lot more fun than painting 
the foundation of the 
house.  As Stephen 
began to wash the 
cement, I could not 
believe the difference it 
made!  I knew the cement 
was dirty, but I had no 
idea how dirty it had 
become.  The difference 

between the cleaned cement and the dirty 
cement was dramatic.   
 
During the same time when Stephen was 
working on this project, a friend from work and 
I  were   having   trouble  with  one  of   our  co- 

 
 
workers.  At first I spoke to my friend about 
some of my frustrations with this co-worker, 
because I knew she was experiencing some of 
the same difficulties.  But, at some point, my 
talking to my friend began to cross a line that I 
am sure was not pleasing to God.  One day I 
came home from work, and I was feeling very 
unsettled but did not know why.  I spent some 
time praying asking God why I was feeling so 
badly, and He brought to mind a comment I 
had made to my friend that day in the office 
about our co-worker.  I realized the comment 
was disrespectful and unkind, and I should not 
have said it.  When I next saw my friend, I 
apologized to her for saying it, and I resolved 
to not speak that way again about our co-
worker. 
 
Just like my driveway slowly getting dirty, I had 
slowly started to slip into the sin of 
unwholesome speech.  Fortunately, I had 
listened to the Holy Spirit’s prompting when He 
convicted me of what I said, but too often we 
dismiss the little things we do with the 
justification of, “It’s just a little thing; it’s not that 
bad.”  The problem with that is that small, little 
things begin to add up. Before we know it, we 
are far down the road of sin, and we’ve lost 
sight of how far we’ve drifted from God’s holy 
standard.   
 
I knew my driveway was dirty, but I had no idea 
how dirty it was until a dirty section was next to 
a clean section, and then it was very obvious!  
Sin has a way of creeping into our lives. If we 
do not want it to grow and take over, we have 
to keep going back and comparing ourselves to 
God’s holy standard and listening to the Holy 
Spirit when He speaks to us.  This way we can 
be cleaned when we are just a little dirty, rather 
than allowing ourselves to become filthy with 
entrenched sin. 
 

 


