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Hard Shells 
By Pastor Andy Straubel 

 
While babysitting a few weeks ago, I took a 
walk with my granddaughter Maddie and came 
across an unusual number of locust shells 
clinging motionless to a tree. “What dat pop-
pop?” she asked, to which I said, “That is a 
locust shell.” In fact they were everywhere, and 
we watched one actually coming out of its 
shell!   It was absolutely fascinating!  It looked 
like it had died in the process of emerging, but 
it hadn’t. Ever so slowly the back split and the 
cicada slipped out, eventually shedding its 
exoskeleton.  What was left was an exact 
representation of what had been inside. How 

did it do that? 
How did they 
know how to do 
that? I marveled 
at God’s creative 
abilities. I think I 
was more 
amazed, because 
Maddie was 

amazed. We must have gathered up twenty 
five or more of those little “buggers” and 
proudly displayed them on a picnic table for 
mommy and daddy to see. It was a great day!   
 
I confess my understanding of entomology is 
limited to the kids’ movie “Antz,” so I did what 
most people do these days, I googled “locusts” 
and “cicadas.” Apparently cicada larva are 
deposited in the small crevasses of a tree and 
emerge after a long sleep that can last 
between 2 to 17 years. Then the nymphs 
instinctively climb the nearest tree and begin to 
shed their nymph exoskeleton. Wow! That is 
what we had witnessed! Free from their “old” 
skin, their wings fill up with fluid, their adult skin 
hardens, and they fly away mature adults.  
 
I see a number of applications to the Christian 
life. As believers we may find ourselves in what  

Continued on page 2…  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Around Church 

 
 

 
 

 
 

During the children’s summer Sunday school, the 
class memorized Psalm 23 with the help of their 
teacher, Tom Taylor. They recited it for the 
congregation during a recent worship service.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

“All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great 
and small, all things wise and wonderful, the Lord 

God loves them all.”    

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

International students waiting at the ISI Annual 
Garage Give-Away in Princeton. Pastor Andy, Tom 
Taylor, Daniel Mark, Scott and Karen Bruno assisted 
with the outreach. 
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“Hard Shells,” continued… 

 
looks like an unwelcome crevasse. Instinctively 
we “emerge” to fill out our “exoskeleton” by 
learning, growing, and developing to the best 
of our ability. Eventually we climb the nearest 
tree waiting for nature to take its course or for 
“life” to happen. (I know this isn’t a perfect 
analogy but stay with me.) And perhaps for 
reasons known only to the Creator, the back of 
our shell breaks open and we begin to emerge. 
I don’t know if that coming out is a painful 
experience, but I do know it is necessary if the 
cicada is ever to take flight.  
  
No doubt, we all have shells to shed. In 
Ephesians 4:22-24 we are told, “put off your 
old self, which belongs to your former manner 
of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 
and be renewed in your spirit of your minds, 
and to put on the new self, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteousness and 
holiness.” Similarly Colossians 3:8-9 says we 
are to put off our old selves “with its practices” 
which the Apostle Paul suggests might include 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk 
(v.8). But rather “put on” the new person, “as 
God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, 
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, 
and patience.” In a day when our culture 
celebrates vice and mocks genuine virtue, 
these traits present a tall challenge. But they 
are necessary if we are ever to take flight.  
 
I love hearing the beautiful sounds Cicadas 
make on a hot summer night. But that only 
happens when the hardened shells are left 
behind.   

 
 

Combined Worship Service 

 

Join us on Sunday, October 15, at 9:30 am, for 
a beautiful combined worship service at 
Windsor Chapel.  The ICCP Church with 
Pastor Joshua, and the Harris Ministries with 
George and Fanny Harris, will worship with 
Pastor Andy and our chapel members. 

 

11th Hour Adult Class 

Love a good mystery?  The 11th Hour adult 
Sunday class has resumed the study of the 
book of Hebrews.  

Who wrote this theological powerhouse?  To 
whom was it written?  Who was Melchizidek?  
Where and how do faith and obedience 
intersect in a life of faith?  All men and women 
are invited to join us as we delve into these 
mysteries, discover powerful truths, and 
appreciate the glory of a life of faith.  Please 
come and learn along with us and our brothers 
and sisters from the early church.   

Teachers: Larry and Janet Berrill; Ken and 
Cindy Bills 

 

 
 
 

Men’s Band of Brothers 
Weekend Retreat 

All chapel men are invited to attend a 
refreshing Band of Brothers Weekend at 
Camp Orchard Hill on the weekend of October 
20 - 22.  It will include action and adventure, 
fellowship, and sincere worship rooted in God's 
Word.  There is something for everyone!  Relax 
at the lake while you try to reel in a prize 
winning fish in the annual fishing tournament or 
enjoy a fun game of cards. Sit around the 
bonfire and hold meaningful conversations 
about life with pals that care. 

The cost of $140.00 includes two nights, four 
meals, worship, and an incredible speaker, Phil 
Tuttle, President and CEO of Walk through the 
Bible.  For additional information, please see 
the flyers in the chapel lobby, visit the website 
at www.camporchardhill.com or speak with Pastor 
Andy.   

http://www.camporchardhill.com/


THE CHAPEL CHALLENGE 
October 2017          A Newsletter from Windsor Chapel                               Page 3      

 
  

   Financial Update 
(Through August 2017) 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…” 
 

                     Actual                   Budget 
Income        $187,433               $206,000    
 
Expense      $203,399               $246,180 
 
Windsor Chapel has sent $39,051 to our 
missionary partners this year. That’s 21% of 
your giving!  
 

 

Fabulous Fall Party 

 
  
You’re invited to a fall party on Saturday, 
October 21, at 4:00 pm. We need you to make 
it fabulous! The party will begin with outdoor 

games, relays, and a photo booth, 
followed by a chili and 
hot dog supper.  After 
dinner we will head 

outside for a bonfire and s'mores. 
The Fellowship Team will provide 
hotdogs and coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate and apple cider. Please 
plan to bring a pot of your favorite chili and/or 
cookies and brownies for dessert.  Kindly let 
Lorraine Brown know what you are bringing by 
sending her an email at 
lorrainebrown4866@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Harris Ministry Backpack 

Collection 
 
In August, twenty-three backpacks, filled with 
school supplies, were donated by members of 
our congregation so the Harris 
Ministry could distribute them 
to children in need in the 
Trenton area. Georgette 

Andrews 
said, “We 
would like 
to thank 
Windsor 
Chapel for 
their 
continued support, 
investing in the education 

of our children. May God continue to bless you 
all!” 

 
 
 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
Join us on Tuesday mornings, from 7:00 to 
8:00, at the McDonald’s on Brunswick Circle.  
We are reading and discussing the book of 
James, which offers pearls for wise living by 
applying the wisdom of James to the present. 
For anyone who has struggled to live a truly 
Christian life, James offers a wealth of practical 
solutions for handling everyday circumstances. 
Call Scott Bruno (609-213-9545) for more 
information.  The food, fellowship and study 
are great! 

 

mailto:lorrainebrown4866@gmail.com
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Elder’s Corner 

By Pastor Andy Straubel 
 

Good Housekeeping 
 

Part of leadership responsibility is taking care 
of God’s house. Years ago a list was started to 
address the pressing needs of our church 
building, which included a roof, sanctuary 
lighting, six air conditioning units, the nursery, 
basement, parking lot, and a host of smaller 
projects. God has been gracious in providing 
for our building needs and the work continues. 
 
Two projects slated for completion in 2017 are 
now in progess: the men’s room upstairs, and 
the six front doors to the Chapel. The first is 
being addressed by our building team; the 
second by a reputable contractor specializing 
in commercial doors. These projects are not 
entered into lightly and we trust our due 
diligence pays off.  With the age and size of 
our building, needs will continue to present 
themselves. 
 
Listen for announcements regarding our Fall 
Clean-Up. On behalf of our Elders and Building 
Team, thank you all in advance. Colossians 
3:23-24 says, “ Whatever you do, work 
heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are serving 
the Lord Christ.”  
 

 

Let’s Keep in Touch! 
If you have a new e-mail or home address, cell 
phone, work, or home phone number, please 
indicate it on the back of your chapel card on 
Sunday, or email the new information to 
chapel@windsorchapel.org 
 
 

 
 

Perisseia 

Our women's growth group has begun its fall 
series, meeting Thursday evenings, 7:00-8:30, in 
the Chapel House.  All women are welcome as we 
discuss self-talk and the impact it has on our lives.  
No commitment or preparation is necessary.  
Please come and feel free to bring a friend!  For 
more information, please contact Cindy Bills 
(clbills@verizon.net; 609-275-8557). 

 
 
 

A Chapel Challenge Milestone 
 

This issue concludes ten years of continuous monthly 
Chapel Challenge newsletters. We did our best to deliver 
them to your mailbox by the first of every month. We 
kept subscription rates down and commercial 
advertisements to a minimum. However, as we move 
forward, due to the rising cost of punctuation, we find it 
necessary to institute some unfortunate changes. 
Starting with the November issue, all paragraphs will 
contain only one sentence, regardless of the number of 
words. Commas have become prohibitive in cost as we 
no longer have an overseas supplier. Colons and semi-
colons are now taxed. Question marks and quotation 
marks are considered subversive and are no longer 
socially acceptable. Conversely, emojis are free, and we 
are being encouraged to use up as many as possible to 
serve as punctuation substitutes before they overrun the 
world. From now on, each issue will contain an emoji key 
to help with reading comprehension. Since the 
production and supply of emojis, while plentiful, is 
mercurial, we cannot guarantee an emoji will have the 
same meaning month to month. 
 
The Key for the November issue will be as follows: 
 

Period                                colon 

Question mark                   semi-colon 

Exclamation mark          short and long dash 
 
Thank you for your patience, and we hope you continue 

to enjoy reading the Chapel Challenge  
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:chapel@windsorchapel.org
mailto:clbills@verizon.net
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 Further Up and Further In 

Inviting dialogue to encourage growth in 
and among us 

 

By Cindy Bills 

 

Sweater Weather! 

 

Summer, 2017, is history.  As the cool weather 
arrives, we reach for our sweaters.  We need to 
cover ourselves more than we did during the 
summer because we prefer comfort to shivering!  It 
is fascinating to consider that the time that Adam 
and Eve spent in the Garden of Eden was much the 
same story. 
 

We read in Genesis 2 that Adam and Eve were 
naked and unashamed.  It was apparently an ideal 
climate, and beyond that, our ancestors had 
nothing to hide.  They enjoyed the earth that God 
had created for them to govern, and they enjoyed 
unhindered relationship.  It was summer, so to 
speak, in the Garden. 
 

And then came the fall.  Goaded by the serpent, 
Eve took the forbidden fruit, ate, and shared it with 
Adam.  Then they discovered they were naked.  
The shame of their nakedness—not a change of 
season—prompted them to sew fig leaves together 
to cover themselves.  Fall had come to the Garden. 
  
When the LORD God came looking for them, they 
hid out of fear, and in the subsequent conversation, 
we see them desperately grasping for moral 
covering: When God confronted Adam about his 
eating the forbidden fruit, Adam promptly blamed 
Eve and God for giving Eve to him.  Predictably, 
Eve blamed the serpent.  Now they were living in 
fear, shame, and broken relationship; and there 
was no place to hide. 
 

I have to think that fig leaves sewn together did not 
make for particularly comfortable, effective, or 
durable clothing.  And before He evicted Adam and 
Eve from the Garden, God kindly made them 
clothing out of animal skins.  The animal-lover in 
me cringes that animals had to die because Adam 
and Eve sinned.  While their new clothes 
undoubtedly made it  easier and  more comfortable 
for  them  to  live  and  work in  a  newly  fallen  and 
 

 

hostile world, the real problem remained: Adam and 
Eve had no moral covering, no means to cover their 
sin and sinfulness.  Fear, shame, and broken 
relationship become the warp and woof of the 
Genesis narrative as we read about Cain murdering 
Abel, Lamech’s boasting, Jacob’s deceptions, and 
Joseph’s brothers selling him into slavery. 
 

Ancient history is filled with the saga of sin 
compounded by sinners trying to cover up, justify, 
or blame others, or to “make up” for their 
wrongdoing by becoming do-gooders.  And the 
struggle continues to this day.  How many times do 
we excuse our bad behavior by saying we were 
tired, stressed, or someone “made” us angry.  Or 
we choose an alternate route and decide to “make 
up” for our sin by being law keepers who obey but 
do not love.  The “sin clothes” we construct to deny, 
minimize, or mask our sin are no more comfortable, 
effective, or durable than the fig leaves used by 
Adam and Eve. 
 

So here we are.  Dead in our sins and trespasses, 
as the Apostle Paul would say.  Our own devices of 
excuses and/or self-righteousness are no better 
than fig leaves.  But thanks be to God!  Once again, 
the loving, merciful, God has provided.  This time, it 
was not the blood of animals that was shed in order 
to clothe mankind; rather, it was the blood of God’s 
own Son that was shed to cover our sin.  Fear and 
shame, as well as the Law that would condemn us 
have become obsolete, as the author of Hebrews 
reminds us. 
 

What are we to do with this glorious truth?  We 
have two choices.  We can give in to our sin nature 
and take the fig leaf route to dealing with our sin; or 
we can accept Christ’s covering and no longer hide 
in our fear and shame. 
 

While it is, I hope, obvious that the second path is 
the wiser of the two, it may be less obvious that it is 
vital to walk it in the company of God’s people.  Try 
as we might to avoid it, our sin nature provokes us 
to hurt one another, and the more we work 
together, the more our sin is exposed.  That is a 
good thing!  It is as our sin is exposed that we have 
the opportunity to confess and repent and 
experience forgiveness, love, mercy and grace.  
And those blessings are even greater than a 
sweater in October. 
Please feel free to contact Cindy (609-275-8557 or 
clbills@verizon.net) to continue the dialogue.... 
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Are you Bearing 

 Much Fruit? 
By Lorraine Brown 

 
 

Recently I came across a sermon that one of my 
cousins gave in honor of my dad. My dad was a 
farmer and, oh, how I miss those yummy veggies 
and fruits that were a result of his labor! He LOVED 
supplying his family and everyone else with the 
“fruits” of his labor. His love was unconditional, 
regardless of your color, religion or creed—like 
God—we were all FAMILY to him. He truly was 
living proof of “What God the Father” is. 
 

My dad worked in the apple orchards for forty years 
of his life. Sometimes he had to prune the inferior 
branches of those trees so that healthy branches 
could produce the best apples you would ever eat. 
Just as the Holy Spirit takes us as baby Christians 
and plants our roots deep in the love of God, he 
would take baby apple trees and 
plant them deep in the soil and 
nourish them to grow into 
healthy trees, producing much 
fruit.  
 

My dad’s gardening days ended 
on February 3, 1990, when God 
called him home, but through his legacy of 
gardening he left his family the challenge to have 
our gardens of faith bear fruit for the Glory of God! 
 

John 15:5 tell us Jesus is the vine and we are the 
branches. If we remain in Him, and He remains in 
us, we will bear much fruit: apart from Him we CAN 
DO NOTHING! As the branch draws its life from the 
vine, so we draw our life from Christ. 
 

The fruit of the Spirit is a byproduct of being tuned 
into the Spirit of God. Every time we open our 
Bibles and read, God is speaking to us. Every time 
we pray, wait and listen in prayer, God is speaking 
to us. When we truly make an effort to center our 
lives on God, instead of the world, we begin to 
experience the fruit of the Spirit: 
 

LOVE: Jesus tells us to “Love one another,” to love 
our neighbor as our self. 
 
 
 

 
 
Joy: As Paul wrote to the Romans, “Rejoice” in 
your suffering. Suffering = perseverance; 
perseverance = character and character = Hope 

 

Hope: Hope does not disappoint us, because God 
poured out His love into our hearts 

 

Peace: For the world 

 

Patience: Especially when things are not going fast 
enough for you 

 

Kindness: Toward those who treat you unkindly  

 
 

 

 

Goodness: Toward those who have been 
intentionally insensitive to you 
 

Faithfulness: In all that you do for the glory of God 

 

Gentleness: Toward those that have handled you 
roughly 

 

Self-Control: In the midst of temptation 

 

Within us is housed the spiritual power to face 
whatever life throws us, for we are a recipient of the 
very life of Christ. We are a unique blend of gifts 
and talents. Stay involved in the body of Christ; as 
you abide in Him, the quality of the fruit He will 
produce in your life will amaze you. 

 

The Holy Spirit will produce in you the kind of fruit 
that will draw your unbelieving family, friends and 
neighbors into His Kingdom. The fruit you bear will 
keep the Body of Christ working in harmony. 

 

As my dad had to make sure the roots of the baby 
apple trees were planted deeply enough to be able 
to take hold and grow, we must plant our roots 
deeply in Christ. When we abide in Him and 
allow Him to live His life through us, the result 
is a character that endures the chaos of life, 
and produces the best fruit you have ever 
experienced. 
 

 
 
If you have any items or information you would like 

to share in the newsletter please e-mail: 
Susan Seiboth at 

susan@quiltingsquare.com 
Dorothy Soi at 

dsoi@windsorchapel.org 
Chapel Office (609) 799-2559 
Contributing Photographers: 

Pastor Andy Straubel & Georgette Andrews 

 

mailto:susan@makeit.com
mailto:dsoi@windsorchapel.org

