
THE CHAPEL CHALLENGE 
December 2017          A Newsletter from Windsor Chapel                               Page 1      

 
 

Waiting for Christmas 
Pastor Andrew Straubel 

In our house the countdown to Christmas 
begins the day after Thanksgiving. The tree 
and all its parts emerge from the basement, the 
tote with all the ornaments is uncovered, and 
the wrestling with the string of Christmas lights 
begins. It’s been a tradition to display the 
advent calendars, to hang up stockings, and 
make room for a manger scene. Even our dog 
Molly enjoys Christmas as she goes to sleep at 
night watching the tree.  

This year I am reminded of how much waiting 
was part of the experience. As a child I couldn’t 
wait until Christmas morning. Anticipation grew 
in the days and weeks leading up to Christmas. 
It was everything: the cold brisk mornings, the 
tree going up, the lights gentle glow, the food. 
It seemed magical. Now with grandchildren I 
see the same excitement. Joy now comes in 
seeing the look on Maddie’s face as she 
gingerly takes one ornament at a time out of 
the tote saying, “nother one” and “up higher.” 
At times it seems like our tree resembles the 
tree on the Charlie Brown Christmas. But in the 
end, it is uniquely ours. Ornaments are a 
compilation of all the ornaments our children 
have made through the years, each with a 
story, and each with a memory.   

Waiting was part of the first Christmas story as 
well. Seven hundred years of waiting took 
place between Isaiah’s prophesy of the virgin 
birth of a messiah and the angel appearing to 
Mary. The people were waiting for Zechariah to 
appear at the temple. Both Elizabeth and Mary 
had to wait for the birth of their babies. And, 
Anna and Simeon were waiting at the temple in 
their old age for the “consolation of Israel,” that 
is, the coming of Israel’s Messiah. But they are 
not the only ones waiting. God’s people have 
been waiting both then and now. 

           Continued on page 2… 
 

 

Harris Ministry 
Thanksgiving Give-Away 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Once again, God has blessed us, with the love and 
support from our Windsor Chapel Family, to be a 
blessing to 75 families in need. As you can see from 
the photos, they were happy and thankful. We 
cannot thank you all enough, for your continued 
support. May God continue to bless you all this 
holiday season. 

With much love and appreciation, 
Georgette Andrews, Harris Ministries 
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 “Waiting for Christmas,” continued… 

This Christmas, the question might be asked, 
“What are you waiting for?” Are you longing for 
anything? What are you expecting to receive?  
It is a fair question that might need to be 
answered. It speaks to the deepest longings of 
our hearts. If we are waiting for that promotion, 
that Christmas bonus, that “significant other” to 
make his/her appearance, that issue to get 
resolved, that family member to come around, 
that child to come back to the Lord, we may be 
waiting for a long time. And, in my experience, 
waiting is never pleasant. I cannot say I like it 
and if you are honest, you don’t like it either.  
But waiting has its purposes.  

Waiting causes us to trust the Lord and draw 
upon his strength. Isaiah 40:31 says, “they who 
wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint.” 

Waiting causes us to learn patience, especially 
as we wait for the Lord’s return. James 5:7-8 
says, “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the 
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 
for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient 
about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also, be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” 

Waiting allows God to continue fulfilling his 
promises. 2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not 
slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.” 

And, waiting causes us to focus on what is 
important. Philippians 3:20 says, “For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which we eagerly 
wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

If nothing else, waiting may be God’s 
unexpected gift at Christmas.   

 

Perisseia Cookie 

Exchange! 

  

All women are invited to 
participate in a cookie exchange 
on Thursday, December 7, at 
7:00-8:30 pm, in the Chapel 
House. Please come—and bring a 
guest—even if you haven’t 

attended Perisseia. This is a time of fun and 
fellowship. Please make your favorite 
Christmas treats. Package your treats in sets 
of six in labeled Ziploc bags. Bring as many 
bags as you would like to exchange, plus one 
additional bag as a refreshment contribution. 
Please feel free to come to enjoy the fellowship 
even if you do not want to bake and participate 
in the exchange. Please contact Cindy Bills at 
clbills@verizon.net or 609-275-8557. 

 
 

 Annual Family 

Christmas Dinner 

 
 
 

You’re invited to join our Windsor Chapel family for 
our Annual Christmas Dinner on 
Sunday, December 10. This year’s 
dinner will be catered, so we’re 
asking you to please provide 
special holiday desserts. In addition 
to delicious food, this festive 
evening will include Christmas 
Carol singing and a great time of 
fellowship. The dinner will start at 
5:30 pm. Please RSVP to Lorraine Brown 
(lorrainebrown4866@gmail.com; 609-233-6000) or 
Lisa Yamamoto (stampinupwithlisa@gmail.com; 
609-356-8496), and kindly let them know how many 
adults and how many children will attend.  
 
The Fellowship Committee plans to set up and 
decorate on Saturday morning. If you are able to 
help us with decorating or setting up at that time, or 
with last-minute details before the dinner, please let 
Lorraine or Lisa know.   
 

mailto:clbills@verizon.net
mailto:lorrainebrown4866@gmail.com
mailto:stampinupwithlisa@gmail.com
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Elder’s Corner 

By Tom Taylor 
 

Your Words Matter 
 

Life is short (James 4:14), and time is fleeting.  
Scripture teaching us that our words matter: 
“death and life are in the power of the 
tongue…” (Proverbs 18:21)  The good, the bad 
and the ugly.  James 3:9 tells us with it 
(tongue) we bless our Lord and Father and 
with it we curse men, who have been made in 
the likeness of God.  I am sure all of us have 
had words spoken to us that tore us down, 
belittled and wounded us.  Hopefully, on the 
other hand have come words that built up, 
brought light and truth, and that put courage 
into our hearts.  
 
I would like to remind and encourage us of 
both the power of our words and the 
responsibility we have been given to speak the 
truth in love.   The book of Proverbs teaches us 
about our words, “like apples of gold in settings 
of silver is a word spoken in right 
circumstances.” Proverbs 25:11, “pleasant 
words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and 
healing to the bones,” Proverbs 16:24.    These 
are just a small sampling of Proverbs teachings 
on words.  My desire here is for us to know 
how to use our words.  Spend more time 
listening than speaking.  Ask the Holy Spirit to 
give you ears to hear in every circumstance 
you find yourself in.   O, Lord how do you want 
to use me here, what are you saying, let me 
love as You love. 
 
The apostle Paul clearly tells us how to relate 
to those in the world.  “Conduct yourselves with 
wisdom towards outsiders making the most of 
the opportunity.  Let your speech always be 
with grace, as though seasoned with salt so 
that you will know how you should respond to 
each person.”  (Colossians 4:6) He tells us in 
Ephesians 4:29, “let no unwholesome word 
proceed from your mouth but only such a word  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

as is good for edification according to the need 
of the moment so that it will give grace to those 
who hear.”  Wow, we can be vessels, 
instruments of God’s grace.  That is wonderful 
and at the same time sobering to know we are 
responsible to speak for God.   So, as we enter 
into the Christmas season with parties at work 
and school, with neighbors, family and friends, 
let us be mindful of our words and trust God to 
use us to bear witness of His great love for the 
world.   

 

Apologetics DVD 

Please join us on Sunday, January 7, at 11:00 
am, to watch "Privileged Species," a 33-minute 
DVD, and see how God has provided for us. 
We’ll meet downstairs in Fellowship Hall.  
Invite your friends. Call Charlie Muldrow at 
(609) 448-8910 for additional information. 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
Service 

 
Join us on Sunday, December 24, at 
7:00 pm, as we joyously celebrate the 
birth of Christ with beautiful music, 
Scripture readings and meaningful 
reflections, highlighted by our 
traditional candle lighting service.  
Invite your family, friends and 
neighbors! 
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Further Up and Further In 

Inviting dialogue to encourage growth in 
and among us 

 

By Cindy Bills 
 

The Lion and the Lamb 
 
A song we sometimes sing declares Jesus as 
the lion and the lamb.  We are generally quite 
accustomed to thinking about Jesus as the lion 
or the lamb, but as we approach Christmas, I 
think it is helpful to consider Jesus as the Lion 
and the lamb.   
 
Although there are more than a few references 
to lions in the Old Testament, there is one 
passage that stands above the rest: In Genesis 
49, Israel issues his prophetic blessing to his 
twelve sons; one son, Judah, receives this 
blessing:  
 

Judah is a lion’s cub; 
from the prey, my son, you have gone up. 
He stooped down; he crouched as a lion 
and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 

 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 

until tribute comes to him; 
and to him shall be the obedience of the 

peoples. 
 

This Messianic prophecy identifies the coming 
King, the Messiah, as a member of the Tribe of 
Judah and describes Him as the offspring of a 
lion.  The prophecy moves forward in history 
through the line of King David:  The priest and 
prophet Samuel describes David as being of 
Judah and anoints him King.  Not long after, 
Samuel declares that after David’s death, the 
LORD will raise up one of David’s descendants 
whose kingdom He will establish.  David 
himself identifies the coming Messiah as his 
descendant (e.g. Psalm 89), and Isaiah 
identifies  the coming  Messiah as from the root  

 
 
of Jesse (David’s father).  The Messiah is the 
Lion of Judah. And what better way to signify a 
mighty King?  The lion is, after all, considered 
to be the Lord of the jungle, and lions and 
symbols of lions are often associated with 
power and strength, with monarchies and 
sports teams.  Lions have long been used as 
symbol in the Christian church.  King Richard 
of Great Britain rode to the Crusades with his 
shield decorated with a large, bright red lion.  
C.S. Lewis used a lion as the Christ figure in 
his allegorical fantasy series, The Chronicles of 
Narnia. 
 
The coming of the Messiah, the long-awaited 
King, occurs not quite in royal fashion.  He is 
born in a stable rather than a palace.  The 
infant Messiah King is wrapped in cloths rather 
than royal robes.  But His arrival is marked by 
the song of a host of angels, and even as a 
baby, this Jesus is worthy of the homage of 
kings and is seen as a serious competitive 
threat by the local ruler.  As time passes, the 
appearance of the Messiah becomes no more 
like a king or lion.  Jesus—God Himself, made 
man—walks the earth as a carpenter and 
itinerant rabbi.  But glimpses of the Lion’s 
power can be had in the Gospels as we see 
the incarnate God live without sin, heal, raise 
the dead to life, and express outrage over sin 
and death. 
 
Jesus the Messiah comes to us as the Lion of 
Judah, but he is also described as a lamb, the 
lamb of God.  In the Old Testament, lambs 
appear prominently as sacrifices for sin.  Even 
before the LORD initiates the Law, Abraham is 
apparently in the habit of sacrificing lambs as 
burnt offerings.  The exodus—the freeing of 
God’s people from slavery in Egypt—is closely 
associated with the slaughter of lambs and the 
blood of those lambs painted on the lintels and 
doorposts of Israelites’ homes.  The sacrifices 
of lambs in the sacrificial system of the Law as 
a means of dealing with the problem of sin is a 

Continued on page 5… 
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“Further Up and Further In,” continued… 

prominent feature of the Pentateuch.  The 
death of a lamb and the blood that signifies 
that death is closely associated with God’s 
freeing work on our behalf and as a covering 
for sin.   
 
As Jesus begins His public ministry, John the 
Baptist proclaims Him as “the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world!”  His 
words were no doubt a mystery at the time, 
and even the twelve disciples could not fully 
comprehend the Lion of Judah dying as a 
sacrificial lamb for the sins of the world until 
after the resurrection.  The New Testament 
accounts of Jesus’ ministry take great pains to 
reveal to us God made flesh, come to die as 
the sacrificial lamb, to be the one last perfect 
sacrifice making any future sacrifice 
unnecessary and inappropriate. 
 
And so we come to Jesus as the Lion and the 
Lamb.  Jesus could be the ultimate sacrificial 
lamb only because He was the Lion of Judah, 
the eternal God Himself.  The book of 
Revelation unites the two seemingly 
incompatible representations of Christ: in 
Chapter 5, John records the Lamb being 
worthy of all power, wealth, wisdom and might, 
all honor and glory and blessing. The angelic 
celebration that marked Jesus’ birth as God 
incarnate also marked God coming to die for 
the sins of the world.  As we celebrate 
Christmas as the birth of the Messiah, the Lion 
of Judah, may we celebrate Christmas with a 
full appreciation that this Lion of Judah also 
came as the Lamb of God to die for our sins. 
 
Please feel free to contact Cindy (609-275-8557 or 
clbills@verizon.net) to continue the dialogue.... 

 
 
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 

of grace and truth." -John 1:14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Around Church 

 

The Elders and the congregation joined in 
prayer for Pastor Andy and Janice on Pastor 
Appreciation Day. 

We are grateful to Boy Scout Troop 66 who 
helped on a very chilly November clean-up day.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

New doors were installed in the front of the 
church building to improve function and 
security. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=john+1:14
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Christmas Time 
Thoughts 

By Janet Berrill 
 

Last year I wrote my January Chapel 
Challenge article about an epiphany I had 
regarding activities during the Christmas 
season.  As a refresher, allow me to briefly 
summarize that article.   

 

When someone has a birthday, we celebrate in 
assorted ways which can include any of the 
following: giving a gift, sending a card, singing 
Happy Birthday, taking the person out for a 
meal, going someplace special, putting up 
decorations, spending extra time with the 
person, etc.  In all that we do, the birthday 
person is the focus of the activity.  I had spent 
years trying to make all the activities I do at 
Christmas time be about Jesus, but last year I 
finally admitted to myself that most of them 
have nothing to do with it being His birthday.  
With this acknowledgment, I decided to give 
Jesus a gift specifically for Him; I gave Him the 
gift of my time.  I got up early for 30 days and 
spent one-on-one time with Jesus before 
getting involved with other activities of my day. 

 

Well, now it is Christmas time again.  Given 
what I learned last year, I wanted to change 
what I do for Christmas and treat the day as if it 
was the birthday of a family member.  I wanted 
the focus of Christmas day to be that it is 
Jesus’ birthday and that as a family we would 
celebrate it by doing a service project where 
we would serve others in Jesus’ name.  (“Truly 
I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.”  Matthew 25:40) When I presented this 
idea to my family, I received a mixed reaction.  
Although there was support for doing a service 
project as a family, they did not like the idea of 
omitting our family traditions. 

 

 

 

Our family is not a dictatorship so I listened to 
other people’s opinions and we came to a 
compromise position: we would continue with 
the family traditions and do a family service 
project the day after Christmas.  Although this 
was not exactly what I wanted, this is the plan 
we have come up with for this year.     

Thinking about Christmas in a new way 
requires retraining my mind.  I went shopping 
on Black Friday for a gift for my son. As I stood 
in the store trying to decide what to buy I once 
again began to think, “Why am I spending so 
much time and money on my family if 
Christmas is Jesus’ birthday?”  I had to stop 
and remind myself that the Christmas season 
has evolved into so much more.  It has become 
a time when we show those people in our lives 
who are important to us that we value them.  
We do this with cards, gifts, Christmas letters, 
parties, etc.  And that is okay.  For me, I have 
chosen to separate the Christmas traditions 
from the birthday celebration and to do both.  
This is all relatively new for me, and I am sure 
it will evolve as the years go by, but at least for 
this year, I will see how this works. 

 

Financial Update 
(Through October 2017) 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…” 
 

                     Actual                   Budget 
Income        $226,835               $257,500    
 
Expense      $253,714               $307,725 
 
Windsor Chapel has sent $47,314 to our missionary 
partners this year. That’s 21% of your giving!  

 
 

If you have any items or information you would like 
to share in the newsletter please e-mail: 

Susan Seiboth at 
susan@quiltingsquare.com 

Dorothy Soi at 
dsoi@windsorchapel.org 

Chapel Office (609) 799-2559 
Contributing Photographers: 

Georgette Harris, Pastor Andy Straubel 
 & Kate Taylor 

mailto:susan@makeit.com
mailto:dsoi@windsorchapel.org

