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A Case for Prosperity:  

God’s Way 
By Daniel Mark 

 
The inspiration for the article in your hands has 
a rather intriguing trajectory from social 
media—Facebook—to a spontaneous Sunday 
morning chitchat to the pages of the Challenge.  
A brother pastor in Virginia whose broadsides 
about prosperity elicited so much in the way of 
interactions from viewers, insistently 
challenged me with a skewed perspective on 
biblical teaching about the subject.  Relief for 
me came from a passage in Matthew 12:37 
that Kevin Simme had unwittingly but 
providentially reminded me of.  It proved 
effectually counteractive to a little disconcerting 
of mind and conviction. 
 
A raging debate continues unabated within the 
Body of Christ on the question of whether 
believers should explicitly desire or petition the 
Father for riches or prosperity.  While this 
article resists the arrogant view of suggesting a 
definitive answer to an open-ended 
controversy, it is extremely helpful to consider 
the two principal tenets of the Health and 
Wealth Doctrine, or simply, the Prosperity 
Teaching. 
 
Firstly, does it interest God to heal the sick and 
infirm?  Alternatively, isn’t it a wondrously 
spiritual thing to believe that diseases and 
illnesses should be allowed to take their toll, 
and that God will heal only those He wishes to 
heal?  Your answers to these questions will 
betray which side of this hot potato you 
espouse. 
 
The Old Testament, to say nothing of the New 
Testament, reassures us of God’s willingness 
to heal and set free from the debilitating 
shackles of diseases.  The famous Isaiah 53 
passage profiling our Lord’s identity and work 
should challenge us to reckon with the fact that  

 

Winter Blast 

 
 

 
 

Pastor Andy, Jeanne Nelson and Kristin Simme 
accompanied the Youth Group to Camp Orchard Hill 
for the Winter Blast Weekend retreat. See more on 
page 4. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Christ’s healing us cannot be construed in 
exclusively spiritual terms.  Limiting this healing 
to the spiritual would call into question the 
many Gospel passages where he Lord healed 
all who crossed His path!  It bears repeating to 
note that Jesus made well all who were 
brought to Him or asked Him to be healed! 
 
It’s a sane argument the prosperity teaching 
has been harshly distorted due to the many 
glaring abuses by some of its practitioners.  
When properly contexted in scripture, however, 
it becomes a tall order to negate the fact that 
God does indeed grant prosperity and is so 
willing to bless.  Consider:  How does it exalt or 
glorify God when the believer lives in miserable 
poverty with all its trappings?  And, how would 
the proclamation of the Great Commission fare 
had the Lord not made ample material 
provision for its propagation?  These questions 
and related points could be posed ad infinitum 
since this debate seems unresolvable. 
 
As in  all  things, what  our  Lord  taught should  

Continued on page 2… 
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“A Case for Prosperity,” continued… 

 

furnish us with the definitive perspective on the 
issue of material wants or needs.  And so, the 
obvious question should be what did Jesus teach 
on prosperity?  Matthew 6:28-34 perfectly 
encapsulates God’s plan for His children in a most 
thoughtful way.  Observe how expertly the Lord 
correlates His priorities with our temporal concerns.  
Additionally, marvel at the analogy He makes to 
birds and flowers.  Immediately we grasp the 
generosity and unlimited power of our heavenly 
Father in providing for us in a far superior manner 
than He does for other creatures that He regards 
with much less significance for we are of “far 
greater value or worth than birds and flowers.”  
Without question it’s thought-provoking to realize 
that there is not a solitary passage in scripture from 
Genesis to Revelation that commands or 
commends poverty.  Contrarily, a whole cluster of 
verses points to the exact opposite.  Read a 
sampling of such passages and if you are still 
unpersuaded, I’m prepared to talk to you anytime.  
Deuteronomy 8:18; 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; and 
Matthew 6:32-33, readily come to mind. 
 
Finally, let’s firmly establish what we mean by our 
terms lest exaggerated semantics drive us ever 
deeper into unproductive polemics.  Prosperity 
must be seen in sharp contrast to riches which the 
Bible gives us some stern warnings against, 
although riches are inherently not evil. A 
prosperous person has all needs amply met and is 
thereby equipped to generously contribute to God’s 
priorities and the necessities of saints and others.  
This is a snapshot commentary on the passage in 2 
Corinthians 9 mentioned earlier here.  If this level of 
material success proves inadequate for you, your 
situation is a tell-tale symptom of greed and idolatry 
and is mortally threatening indeed.  Wealth could 
be interchangeable with riches, but even it can be 
seriously differentiated from riches as one of the 
verses listed here, Deuteronomy 8:18, makes clear.  
Whereas God sovereignly granted riches to some 
in the Bible, think Abraham, Job, Solomon, King 
David, etc., His promise to grant prosperity is by no 
means limited to a spiritual elite.  The promises of 
the Lord are set in stone and irrevocable.  
Hallelujah! 
 
So, what  do you think?  I’m  hoping  this  will  be a 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

spur for a greater exploration of a vital, but 
unfortunately, divisive topic.  

 

 
 

 

 

~~~ 

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the 

flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet 

I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 

dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes 

the grass of the field, which is here today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 

more clothe you—you of little faith?  So do not worry, 

saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all 

these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 

trouble of its own. 

Matthew 6:28-34 (NIV) 

 
But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives 

you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his 

covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is 

today. 

Deuteronomy 8:18 (NIV) 

 

known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we 

live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet 

always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

2 Corinthians 6:9-10 (NIV) 

 
~~~ 

 

Work Day 
 

Please join us on Saturday, 
March 24, from 9:00 am to 
noon, for some healthy 
exercise as we spruce up our 
facilities in preparation for the 

Easter Egg Hunt which will be held at 3:00 pm 
on Sunday, March 25.  We’ll be weeding, 
trimming and raking outside.  Bring 
wheelbarrows, gloves and gardening tools if 
you can.  Coffee and donuts will be provided!  
   

 



THE CHAPEL CHALLENGE 
March 2018          A Newsletter from Windsor Chapel                               Page 3      

 
 

 

Fiesta Time! 

Todos bienvenidos! 
(All are welcome!) 

 

Enjoy warm fellowship with your 
chapel family on Sunday, March 
11, at 11:00 am. Feast your eyes 
on the brightly colored sombreros 
and beautiful flowers, while you 
feast on delicious tacos with all 

the fixings and a variety of 
rice and bean dishes. 
Have a fun time in a photo 
booth complete with 
creative props! Please 
bring a dessert to share.   

 
 

Fellowship Dinner 

 

All attenders, visitors and charming children 
are invited to a fellowship dinner at 12:45 PM 
Sunday, March 18, at the Hunan House on 
Route 130 in East Windsor. 
 
The cost will be about $10. For further details 
call Charlie Muldrow (609) 448-8910. 

 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 
Invite your friends to the Chapel’s Easter Egg 
Hunt, which will be held at 3:00 pm on Sunday, 
March 25.  Free face painting, balloon animals, 
crafts and more will be offered in addition to 
the Egg Hunt for children ages  2 - 9. 
 
Please pray for Christ to be glorified as this 
event is used to invite folks to our Easter 
Sunday Service and other activities and inform 
parents about our children’s program.  The rain 
date is Saturday, March 31, at 3:00 pm.  

 
 

 

 

 

Holy Week and  
Easter Sunday Services 

 

Reflect on Jesus’ cross and celebrate His 
resurrection this Easter season with your family 
and friends: 

Palm Sunday 
(March 25, 9:30 am) 

The children will lead us in a procession of 
praise during our worship service on Palm 
Sunday.  

Good Friday Service 
(March 30, 7:00 pm) 

Our Good Friday service will feature reflective 
music, congregational singing and Scripture 
readings which will focus our hearts and minds 
on the Cross. 
   

Easter Sunday Worship 
(April 1, 9:30 am) 

Don’t miss this special service of celebration, 
combining special music and biblical reflection, 
on our only true foundation – Christ’s 
resurrection!  Invite your friends and 
family to experience the hope of our life 
in Christ. 
  

 

Harris Ministry Clothing Give Away 
 

On behalf of 
Harris 
Ministries, 
we would 
like to thank 
everyone 
who 
donated to a 
very worthy, 
and much 
needed cause. Many families 

were blessed on today.  
With much appreciation, 

Georgette Andrews 
Harris Ministries 

tel:(609)%20448-8910
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Winter Blast Weekend 

 

 

By Kristin Simme 
 

The youth group had an amazing time at Camp 
Orchard Hill for snow camp!  Greg Speck, the 
speaker, has a heart for speaking to youth and 
encouraged the students to hope in God 
completely in the midst of all the stress life 
brings.  We can hope for many things, but 
nothing brings contentment and fulfillment like 
hoping in God. 
 

During the worship, there was 
an artist who painted a picture 
portraying Jesus getting rid of 
all of our hurt, 
anger, betrayal, 

stress, and sadness.  It was 
amazing to see this painting come 
together as we were singing and 
praising God!  
 
Along with our sessions, there was plenty of 
time for games, sledding, 9-square, tubing, and 
great food.  Many prayers were answered this 
weekend, and my hope is that these teens 
continue to seek Jesus and hope in Him every 
day! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Andy and Janice have been blessed 
With their third grandchild 

Wyatt Jane Straubel 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wyatt was born February 23, 2018,  
at 12:18 am. 

She weighed 6 pounds and was 18 ½” long 
Her parents are 

 Adam and Amanda Straubel 
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Further Up and Further In 

Inviting dialogue to encourage growth in 
and among us 

 

By Cindy Bills 
 

 

Minnie and Me 
 

Ken and I recently spent a weekend helping our 
son Daniel and his wife move into their newly-
purchased home in Adams, Massachusetts.  Along 
with a cozy, multi-story home, the property includes 
70 acres of pristine Berkshire wilderness and… a 
sheep.  Dan had told me about Minnie, and as an 
animal lover, I was looking forward to meeting her.  
And though I thought I knew what to expect, I found 
my weekend with Minnie to contain more lessons 
than I had anticipated. 
 
 
We arrived just after dark on Friday evening, and 
as we were unloading our car, Minnie came out of 

the shadows 
to investigate 
the action.  I 
was excited 
to make 
friends, and I 
happily took 
one of the 
“sheep 
biscuits” (aka 
peanut-butter 

flavored dog biscuits) from the tin on the back 
porch and approached Minnie cautiously and 
slowly.  She was clearly not sure about me, but she 
most certainly recognized the biscuit in my 
outstretched hand.  She overcame her fear long 
enough to take the biscuit and then immediately 
backed away.  As I held my ground and talked 
quietly to her, she proceeded to engage in a dance: 
a few steps toward me, followed by a few steps 
back.  She repeated this routine several times, 
friendly, but as Dan would say, “sheepish.”  Minnie 
wanted to be friends, too, but she couldn’t quite get 
herself to come close enough to touch me, and 
eventually she walked away. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The next morning was much the same: Minnie 
happily took the biscuit from my hand, proceeded to 
do her back-and-forth dance, and then walked 
away, much to my disappointment.  It bothered me 
more than a little that I wanted to be friends more 
than she did.   
 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning were 
more encouraging.  When Minnie saw me coming 
out of the house and walking toward her area, she 
came trotting to me and greeted me with a knowing 
“Baa.”  After taking the biscuit she did her dance, 
but this time, her steps toward me included a soft 
touch of her muzzle on my hand.  She remained 
wary, though, and those steps were always 
followed by steps backward.  Still, I was thrilled at 
our progress, and I was sorry to leave before a 
relationship was firmly in place. 
 
As I’ve pondered my weekend with Minnie, I have 
come to realize how apt the biblical comparison of 
people to sheep under God the Good Shepherd is.  
The truth of the matter is that Minnie is not 
particularly attractive: her round wooly body sits 
atop spindly legs, her eyes are set too far apart to 
gaze into, and her coat is full of brush, leaves, and 
dirt.  And yet, I was completely captivated by her 
and wanted nothing more than to get to know her 
and have her get to know me.  Her desire to keep 
safely to herself was maddening.  
 
And so I have been blessed with a brief glimpse 
into how God sees me.  I am far dirtier with sin than 
Minnie will ever get living on Dan and Jayne’s 
property.  I like my safe places and am tempted to 
come to my Shepherd only when I really need or 
want something.  But God delights in my presence 
and wants to enjoy a growing, deepening, abiding 
relationship with me.  As much as I can’t wait to see 
Minnie again, I can direct my sheepish thoughts 
toward my Shepherd and enjoy His company. 
 

Please feel free to contact Cindy (609-275-8557 or 
clbills@verizon.net) to continue the dialogue....  
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Elder’s Corner 
By Ken Bills 

 

One of the reasons I like learning new worship 
songs is that the words often cause me to 
think.  Lately I have been thinking about the 
words of the song “All I Really Want”.  The 
song starts with: “All I really want is, all I really 
want is You”.  So, first, what does this mean?  
Making allowances for poetic license, we are 
saying that we recognize that we were made 
for God, created to find our deepest needs and 
longings fulfilled in Him alone.  It is an echo of 
Psalm 42:1: “As a deer pants for flowing 
streams, so pants my soul for you, O God.” 
 
On a Sunday morning in worship I can sing 
those words and mean them.  But I know that I 
don’t consistently live there.  On any given day, 
I am likely to be desiring other things more 
than God, looking to find my meaning and 
purpose in other places, and seemingly 
powerless to stop.  At the deepest level of my 
heart and soul, am I really in control? And if I 
am not, what can I do about it?   
 
The song itself suggests an answer: 
 
 
“Take over my heart, take over my soul, 
Take over my life, Spirit of God 
You are welcome to come have your way, 
So that all I really want is, all I really want is you”  
   

 
That’s quite a prayer!  And it reflects a biblical 
and spiritual reality.  If my desires are to be 
changed, if my heart is to become less hard 
and more loving, less self-centered and more 
faithful, God will need to make it happen, and 
He wants me to participate by inviting Him in.  
There is a radical dependence in our Christian 
lives that the words of the song capture.  We 
are to offer ourselves wholly to Him, so that we 
can be controlled by the love of Christ. (2 
Corinthians 5:14)  We    are  to   present     our  

 
bodies to Him as a living sacrifice.  (Romans 
12:1) 
 
When we first came to faith, we accepted 
Jesus as our Lord and gave Him control of our 
lives, and in the same way, our life in Christ 
now requires the same voluntary daily 
surrender of letting Him come have His way in 
us.  As Paul says: “It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20) 
 
Amazingly, God desires this intimate 
involvement in our lives.  He not only wants us 
to follow Him, but also wants to dwell in our 
hearts.  (Ephesians 3:17) While we are 
responsible to “work out” our Christian life, the 
ultimate reality is that “it is God who works in 
you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.”  (Philippians 2:12-13) Jesus in the 
Gospel of John teaches a similar truth:  “Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in me.” And 
because it is not just that we work for God, but 
that He works in us, we can be assured that He 
will bring the good work He started in us to 
completion. (Philippians 1:6)   

 
Financial Update 

(Through January 2018) 
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…” 

 
                     Actual                   Budget 
Income        $18,724             $25,750    
 
Expense      $25,239             $31,121 
 
Windsor Chapel has sent $3,715 to our missionary 
partners this year. That’s 20% of your giving!  
 

 

If you have any items or information you would like to 
share in the newsletter, please e-mail: 

Susan Seiboth at 
susan@quiltingsquare.com 

Dorothy Soi at 
dsoi@windsorchapel.org 

Chapel Office (609) 799-2559 
Contributing Photographers: 

Pastor Andy Straubel, Jeanne Nelson 
Georgette Harris & Cindy Bills  
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